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Colony  of  Maffachufetts  Bay, 

With  Refpedt  to  their  original  Charter 
and  Constitution. 


IN  all  the  late  American  Difturbances,  and  in 
every  Attempt  againft  the  Authority  of  the 
Britijh  Government,  the  People  of  MaJJachu - 
fetts  Bay  have  taken  the  Lead.  Every  new  Move 
towards  Independence  has  been  theirs :  And  ir) 
every  frefh  Mode  of  Refinance  againft  the  Laws, 
they  have  ftrft  fet  the  Example,  and  then  iftued 
their  admonitory  Letters  to  the  other  Colonies  to 
follow  it. 

The  Province  of  MaJJachufetts  Bay  being  one  of 
the  firft  Charter  Governments,  they  have  greatly 
valued  themfelves  upon  that  Account.  And  in 
their  public  Proceedings,  as  well  as  in  their  pri- 
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vate  Writings,  have  been  conftantly  holding  ou 
to  us  their  firft  Charter  Rights,  and  the  original 
Terms  of  their  Colonization. 

This  makes  it  necefiary  to  examine  what  thofe 
Charter  Rights  are,  and  what  is  that  Degree  of 
Authority  which  belongs  to  them.  And  here  the 
firft  Confideration,  which  obvioufty  prefents  itfelf, 
is  this,  that  thefe  Charters  are  Grants  only  from 
the  Crown :  And  that  no  Grant  of  the  Crown  can 
fuperfede  the  Authority  of  an  A61  of  Parliament. 
At  no  Period  of  our  Hiftory  therefore  could  it 
have  been  poftible,  that  the  Tingle  Power  of  one 
Part  of  the  Legiftature,  fhould  be  fuperior  to  the 
joint  Authority  of  the  Whole. 

Rut  whatever  may  have  been  the  Principles  of 
the  Conftitution,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  the 
Power  of  the  Crown,  during  the  arbitrary  Reign 
of  the  Stuarts ,  was  extremely  undefined  and  but 
little  underftood.  And,  tho’  checked  by  the  Civil 
Wars,  was  never  clearly  fixed  till  the  Revolution. 
In  the  two  firft  of  thefe  Reigns  Men  were  much 
more  intent  on  getting  Grants  from  the  Crown, 
than  on  difputing  the  Validity  of  them.  In  an 
Age  therefore  while  the  Subjeft  was  in  the  dark, 
and  the  Prerogative  undefined,  a  juft  Allowance 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  Ignorance  and  Prejudices  of 
the  Times.  And  fome  Indulgence  would  certainly 
be  clue  to  any  of  the  Subjects,  who  were  milled 
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by  them,  and  had  placed  a  greater  Degree  of  De¬ 
pendence  on  them  than  they  deferved.  Should  it 
therefore  appear,  that  the  Charters  of  King  James 
and  Charles  the  Firft  did  really  contain  a  Grant  of 
all  thofe  extenfive  Rights,  which  are  now  affumed  ; 
and  that  the  Royal  Aflurance  of  the  full  Enjoy¬ 
ment  of  thefe  Privileges  was  the  real  Ground  and 
Motive  upon  which  the  Country  was  firft  peopled, 
this  Confideration  ought  doubtlefs  to  have  its 
Weight.  Although  the  Crown  might  not  have  a 
Right  to  grant  fuch  exclufive  Privileges,  yet  the 
Grants  having  once  been  made,  and  the  Colonifts 
having  fettled  upon  the  Faith  of  them,  they  doubt¬ 
lefs  thereby  acquire  a  Sanction  and  an  Authority, 
which  nothing  but  the  molt  urgent  Neceftity  can 
juftly  alter.  Though  wrongly  given,  they  are 
fightly  eftablifhed,  and  it  would  be  much  more 
wrong  to  take  them  away. 

What  thofe  Rights  are,  which  the  People  of 
Bojlon  pretend  to  claim  under  their  Charter,  may 
be  fcen  in  the  two  following  Papers  ;  the  one  of 
which  was  preparatory  to  the  fubfequent  Refold 
tions  contained  in  the  other. 

/ 

What  thofe  Rights  are,  which  are  really  con¬ 
tained  in  their  Charter,  will  appear  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fhort  Account  of  their  firft  Settlement  and 
Charter,  with  their  Opinions  and  Practice  upon  it. 
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The  Reader  will  find  the  fame  Account  in  Neal9 $ 
and  Douglafs' s,  and  Hutcbinfon’s  Hiflories.  I  have 
only  extracted  it  for  his  Eale,  from  a  Variety  of 
other  Matter,  in  which  the  prefent  Queftion  is  not 
concerned.  This  laft  Hiftory  is  by  much  the  beft  * 
and  Mr.  Hutchinfon ,  being  himfelf  Lieutenant  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Chief  Juftice  of  that  Province,  and  of 
a  Family  that  was  among  the  fir  ft  Settlers,  is 

doubtleis  the  moft  unexceptionable  Authority. 

% 

Extradl  from  the  Boston  Gazette ,  Sept,  5,  1768. 

MeJJieurs  Edes  and  Gill, 

Pleafe  to  give  the  following  Queries  a  Place  in  your  next% 
and  you 'll  oblige,  at  Leajl ,  Jome  of  your  conjlant  Readers, 

[  Reader !  Attend  !  ] 

Query  FETHER  the  Liberty  of  a  Freeman  or 

■  an  Englijhman ,  which  diftinguifhes  him 
from  a  Slave ,  does  not  neceffarily  imply  home  Sort  of 
Right  and  Property  of  his  own  whjch  no  Man  has  or 
can  have  a  Right  to  without  his  Confent  or  adlual  Alie¬ 
nation  of  the  lame  ? 

Q  2.  Whether  the  free  bprn  Subje&s  of  his  Britannic 
Majejiy ,  or  of  any  other  Monarch,  have  not  a  Ri^ht  of 
Migration  with  heir  moveable  Eftate,  from  their  Sove¬ 
reign’s  Dominions,  into  any  other  Dominion  that  they 
fhali  chufe  ? 

Q.  3.  If  a  Number  of  Families  fhould  migrate  from 
his  Britannic  Maje/iy 's  Dominions,  and  fet  down  in  ano¬ 
ther’s  Dominions,  whole  Subjects  are  they  now?  E.  G. 
The  fir  ft  Settlers  of  Plymouth  in  New- England  migrated 
from  England ,  and  fat  down  in  Holland,  where  they  lived 
ten  Years  before  their  Remove  to  New- England,  whofe 
Subjects -were  they  while  they  lived  in  Holland ?  Were 
they  the  King  of  England's  ?  Whole  Laws  were  they 
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governed  by  in  that  Time  ?  Were  they  the  King  of 

England's  ?  Did  the  Britifh  Parliament  lay  a  Tax  upon 
them  while  thete,  to  raife  a  Revenue  for  his  Britannic 
Majefty  ? 

CX  4.  Whether  the  aboriginal  Natives  of  North-  Ame¬ 
rica  were  not  the  proper  Lords  and  Proprietors  of  thefe 
Lands,  before  the  Englifh  arrived  ?  Whether  the  Englifh 
could  have  any  juft  Right  to  take  'ofleftion  without  pur- 
chafing  the  Lands  of  the  Proprietors,  o?  obtaining  a 
Gram  or  them  ?  Whether  they  pui chafed  the  Lands  with 
their  own  Money,  or  with  the  Crown  of  England' s?  If 
with  their  own,  (which  I  fuppofe  was  FacLfc)  whether 
they  had  not  a  Right  to  fet  up  an  independent  Govern¬ 
ment  of  their  own  ?  And  if  they  had  done  it,  whether 
Great-Brituin  could  in  Juftice  have  claimed  anv  more 
Right  to  their  Poft'eflions,  and  to  impofe  Laws  upon 
them  without  their  Confent,  or  to  interrupt  their  right¬ 
ful  and  peaceable  PoUeflion  and  Government,  than  they 
had  to  the  States  of  Holland  ? — Or  than  they  could  have 
had  to  them,  if  they  had  continued  in  Holland  to  this 
very  Day  ? 

Therefore, 

CL  5.  Whether  the  political  Union,  Connexion,  De¬ 
pendence,  and  Subordination  of  the  original  unconquered 
Colonies  in  North- America  to  the  Britifh  Lmpire  and  Go¬ 
vernment  (who  have  all  along  fupported  and  defended 
themfelves  at  vaft  Expence)  whereby  they  become  pro¬ 
perly  a  Branch  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  and  in  which  they 
glory  as  being  Fellow  (ubjedfs  with,  and  entitled  to  the 
fame  Rights,  Liberties,  and  Immunities  of  Engiifhmcn 
inhabiting  of  Grcat-Britain ,  are  not  intirely  founded  in 
the  Covenants  and  Compacts  between  Great  Britain  and 
thefe  Colonics ,  which  are  contained  in  their  Charters  ? 

CX  6.  If  fuch  Meafures  are  taken  on  the  Part  of 
Great-Britain ,  either  by  the  Britifh  Parliament ,  or  by  the 
King’s  Minijlers  and  Reprc/cntatives,  fupported  by  the 
Government  at  home,  which  fap  the  very  Vitals  of  our 
Charters,  and  tend  directly  and  immediately  to  reduce 
the  Colonifts  into  a  State  of  Slavery  ;  Whether  the  poli¬ 
tical  Union,  Connection,  Etc.  Etc.  of  thefe  Colonies  to 
the  Britifl)  Empire  and  Government,  are  not  hereby  in¬ 
tirely  diftblved,  and  the  Colonifts  reduced  to  a  State  of 

Nature  ? 


Nature  ?  And  if  fo,  Whether  any  of  the  A?nerican  Go¬ 
vernors,  confidered  as  the  King’s  Reprefentatives,  and 
other  Crown-officers,  Commiffioners  and  Penfioners, 
refiding  in  America ,  have  any  more  Right  or  Authority, 
for  the  Time  being,  to  officiate  in  the  Colonies  than  in 
the  States  of  Holland ,  or  than  in  any  other  independent 
State  ? 

CT  7.  As  it  is  a  Matter  of  the  lad  Importance  to  the 
Safety  and  Profperity  both  of  Great- Britain  and  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  That  the  political  Union,  Connection,  Depen¬ 
dence,  and  Subordination  of  the  Colontes  to  Great  Britain^ 
be  kept  and  maintained  firm  and  inviolable;  Whether 
fuch,  (whether  they  are  the  King’s  Miniflers  at  home, 
or  his  Reprefentatives  in  the  Colonics)  as  are  forming 
fuch  Plans,  and  endeavouring  to  bring  them  into  Exe¬ 
cution,  which  tend  direTly  and  immediately  to  diffolve 
the  Union  of  Great -Britain  and  the  Colonies ,  and  to  bring 
the  Colonies  into  a  State  of  Slavery,  ought  not  to  be  con¬ 
fidered  and  treated,"  both  by  Great-Britain  and  the  Colo - 
nijh ,  as  avowed  Enemies  to  the  Britijh  Empire? 

Q_.  8.  Whether,  The  late  A<fts  of  Parliament  for 
raffing  a  Revenue  on  the  Colonifts  without  their  Confent 
— 'The  Sufpendmg  the  legiflative  Power  of  New  York — 

>  te  appointing  new  Officers  and  Penfioners  to  refide  in 
the  'nerican  Colonies — The  Attempts  to  procure  the 
King  s  olliers  to  guard  and  ailift  the  new  Commiffioners 
in  the  Execution  of  their  Commiffions — The  declaring 
the  circular  Letter  of  the  Mafjachufctts  -  AJJanbly  (which 
was  full  of  Decency  and  Loyalty)  to  be  inflammatory, 
and  lending  to  ffcir  up  unwarrantable  Combinations 
againfl-  Goyernment— The  Requifuion  of  a  King’s  Mi¬ 
ll  ffier  to  the  late  General  AfTembly  of  the  MaJjacbufetts 
Bay ,  to  refeind  a  Refolution  of  a  former  Aflembly,  with 
an  Order  to  the  Governor,  in  Cafe  of  Refufal,  to  dif¬ 
folve  the  General  Court — The  Governor’s  diffolving  the 
faid  Court,  and  declaring  that  he  could  not  iffue  Writs 
for  another,  till  further  Orders  from  Home— T  fay,  Whe¬ 
ther  all  thefe  together  do  not  neceflarijy  imply  an  open 
InfraTion,  and  vacating  our  Charters;  or,  at  leaft,  a 
leaping  over  all  thofe  Covenants  and  CompaSfs  contained 
in  them,  which  a;e  the  Bans  of  our  political  Union  tq 
Great- Britain P 
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Q.  9.  If  Governor  Bernard  cannot  iflue  Writs  for 
another  Aftembly  till  further  Orders,  which  can  be  true 
only  upon  the  Suppofition  that  our  Charter  is  vacated  ; 
or  if  it  is  fadf,  that  our  Charter  is  vacated,  and  we  re¬ 
duced  to  a  State  of  Nature;  whether  it  is  not  expedient 
for  the  Inhabitants  of  every  Town  in  this  Province  to 
chufe  Reprefentatives  for  a  General  Aftembly,  with  In- 
ftrudtions  when  met  in  a  General  Afl'emblv,  to  enter 
into  a  Covenant,  that  they  will  not  renounce  their  Alle¬ 
giance  to  King  George  the  Third  of  Great-Bntainy 
France ,  and  Ireland ,  that  they  will  maintain  good  Order 
and  Government,  and  that  the  Civil  Laws  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince  fhall  remain  in  full  Force,  and  the  Officers  of 
Juftice,  and  military  Officers,  fhall  (land  in  their  Places, 
and  execute  their  refpedtive  Offices,  as  occafion  fhall 
require,  for  the  Time  being,  except  the  Crown-officeis 
and  Penfioners  ;  alfo  that  the  Courts  of  Civil  Judicature 
fhall  continue  for  the  Time  being;  alfo  to  prefent  a 
Memorial  of  the  true  State  of  Things  in  the  Province  to 
his  Britannic  Majcfly ,  expreffing  to  him  in  a  very  decent 
and  becoming  Manner,  that  the  AfFedlions  of  this  People 
to  his  Royal  Perfon,  Family,  and  Government,  are  fo 
great,  that  there  is  nothing  on  this  Side  Eternity  they 
dread  more  than  a  being  broken  off*  from  his  benign 
Government ;  and  mofl  earneftly  praying  him  to  con- 
defeend  to  renew  the  Charter- covenant  and  Compadt 
with  us,  and  to  enlarge  the  Privileges  of  it  to  the  Extent 
of  the  fir  ft  original  Charter  of  this  Government,  and  to 
confider  and  treat  all  thofe  as  Enemies  to  his  happy 
Reign,  and  the  Profperity  of  his  Empire,  who  have  been 
plotting  the  Slavery  of  three  Millions  of  his  moff  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  Subjects  ? — Obj  If  we  do  this,  the  King 
and  Parliament  will  declare  us  Rebels!  A.  They  cannot 
in  Juftice  do  it,  for  this  Meafure  is  in  order  to  ^et  our 
Union  and  Subordination  to  the  Government  of  Great - 
Britain  renewed  and  confirmed  on  a  folid  Bafis  :  Obj. 
But  what  if  they  will  do  it,  and  fend  an  Army  to  fubdue 
us?  A.  Subdue  us,  to  what  ?  To  be  loyal  Subjefts  of 
his  Britannic  Majejly?  That  is  what  we  have  been,  and 
are  ftill  defirous  to  be,  as  any  his  Majefty  has  in  his  vaft: 
Empire;  or  is  it  to  reduce  us  to  Slavery?  If  an  Army 
fhoald  be  fent  for  this  Purpofe,  wc  will  tell  them,  that 

we 


we  are  willing  and  defirous  to  be  their  Fellow*fubje£ts-^ 
That  we  are  Englifhmen ,  and  claim  the  Privileges  of 
Enghjbmcn ,  but  will  never  fubmit  to  be  Slaves  to  our 
Fellow-fubjedls  ;  and  if  this  will  not  fatisfy  them,  we 
will  put  our  Lives  in  our  Hands,  and  cry  to  the  Judge 
of  all  the  Earth  who  will  do  right,  faying,  “  Behold — - 
how  they  reward  us,  to  come  to  caft  us  out  of  thy 
cc  Pofteftion  which  thou  haft  given  us  to  inherit:  O  our 
God  wilt  not  thou  judge  them  ? — Lord,  it  is  nothing 
4t  with  thee  to  help,  whether  with  many  "or  with  them 
“  that  have  no  Power;  help  us,  O  LORD  our  GOD  5 
<c  for  we  reft  on  thee,  and  in  thy  Name  we  go  againft: 
“  this  Multitude  :  O  LORD  thou  art  our  Gcd,  let  not 

<c  Man  prevail  againft  thee.” - 

And  as  it  muft  be  owned  that  a  dark  Cloud  hangs 
over  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies ,  it  is  hereby 
humbly  propofed  to  all  that  wifh  well  to  the  Bntijh  Em¬ 
pire,  and  have  a  Value  for  Liberty  and  Property,  to 
Spend  one  Hour,  from  Eight  to  Nine  o’Clock  every  Sa- 
turday  Evening,  in  your  Clofets,  to  pray  for  the  King 
and  Queen  of  Great -Britain,  that  their  Reign  may  be 
happy  and  profperous.  To  pray  for  the  King’s  Family, 
that  it  may  always  afford  illuftrious  Defenders  and  Main- 
tainers  of  true  Eng  lift)  Liberty  and  the  Proteftant  Reli¬ 
gion. —  That  54  the  wicked  may  be  taken  away  from  be- 
fore  the  King,  that  his  Throne  may  be  eftablifhed  in 
“  Righteoufnefs.” — That  the  King  may  be  wife  as 
an  Angel  of  God  to  difcern  between  his  faithful  Servants, 
and  the  Enemies  of  the  Britifi b  Conftitution,  and  timely 
tind  out  and  drive  away  from  the  Britift. )  Miniftry  all  the 
wicked  Homans ,  the  crafty  Abitopbel' s  and  Gallican  Pen - 
fioners ,  fagacious  and  tr ufty  Hujha'is,  the  King’s  Friends, 
and  renowned  Mordecais ,  who  are  great  among — and 
accepted  of  the  Multitude  of  their  Brethren,  feeking  the 
Wealth  of  their  People,  and  fpeakmg  !  eace  to  all.— 
That  the  Hearts  of  Britijb  Fathers  may  be  turned  to 
their  American  Children,  and  the  Hrarts  of  thefe  Chil¬ 
dren  to  their  Fathers,  that  wc  may  not  be  frfwtcen  with 
a  Curie. —  T  hat  the  political  Union  of  Great- Britain  and 
the  Colonies  may  be  renewed  and  eftablifhed  on  a  firm 
and  lading  Foundation — That  all  Kinds  of  God  pro¬ 
voking  Evils  in  Great- Britain  and  the  Colonies  may  be 
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removed,  and  that  the  true  Religion  of  the  all  glorious 
Jmmanuelmay  univerfally  prevail. 


Clericus  Americanus 


Extract  from  the  Boston  Evening- P oft ,  Monday ,  Sept.  19, 

1768. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Bofton ,  legally  qualified  and  warned 
in  public  Town  Meeting,  alTembled  at  Faneuil-Hall , 
on  Monday  the  12th  of  September ,  A.  D.  1768. 

The  Meeting  was  opened  with  Prayer  by  the  Reverend 


Dr.  COOPER 


The  Hon.  JAMES  OTIS,  Efq;  was  unanimously 


chofen  Moderator 


HE  Petition  of  a  confiderable  Number  of  the  refpec- 


-■*  table  Inhabitants  to  the  Selebl-men,  dated  the  8th 
Inftant,  praying  that  the  Town  might  be  foithwith  le¬ 
gally  convened,  to  enquire  of  his  Excellency  the  Gover¬ 
nor  the  Grounds  and  Reafons  of  fundry  Declarations 
made  by  him,  that  three  Regiments  may  be  daily  ex- 
pecfed  here,  two  of  them  to  be  quartered  in  this  1  own, 
and  one  at  Caftle  William  ;  as  alfo  to  confider  of  the  moll 
wife,  conftitutional,  loyal,  and  falutary  Meafures  to  be 
adopted  on  fuch  an  Occafion,  was  read  whereupon  the 
following  Vote  was  palled. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reported  in  this  Town  Meetings  that 
bis  Excellency  the  Governor  has  intimated  his  Apprehenfions 
that  one  or  more  Regiments  of  his  Majefty  s  droops  are  daily 
to  be  expefied  here : 

TOTED, That  the  Honourable  Thomas  Tufting ,  Efq; 
Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Richard  Dana ,  Efq;  John  Rowe ,  Efq; 
John  Hancock,  Efq;  Benjamin  Kent,  Efq;  and  Dr.  Jofeph 
jTarren,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency, 
if  in  Town,  humbly  requeuing  that  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  communicate  to  the  1  own  the  Grounds  and  Allui  anccs 
he  may  have  thereof. 


[  «•  ] 

Upon  a  Motion  made  and  feconded, 

VOTED ,  That  the  following  Petition  be  prefented  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,— — ~and  a  Committee  was 
appointed  for  the  Purpofe,  who  were  djre&ed  humbly  to 
requeft  his  Excellency  to  favour  the  Town  with  an  im¬ 
mediate  Anfwer. 

To  h  is  Excellency  Francis  Bernard ,  Efq;  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Province  of  the 
Majjachujetts  Bay  in  New -England, 

4 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency , 

'T'HE  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bojlon  legally  af* 
**■  fembled,  taking  into  Confideration  the  critical  State 
of  the  public  Affairs,  more  efpecially  the  prefent  preca¬ 
rious  Situation  of  our  invaluable  Rights  and  Privileges, 
civil  and  religious,  molt  humbly  requeft  that  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  would  be  pleafed  forthwith  to  iffue  Precepts  for 
a  General  AfTembly,  to  be  coriVened  with  the  utmoft 
Speed,  in  order  that  fuch  Meafures  may  be  taken  as  in 
their  Wifdom  they  may  think  proper  for  the  Prefervation 
of  our  faid  Rights  and  Privileges. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound,  6JV. 

Upon  a  Motion  made  and  feconded,  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  take  the  State  of  our  public  Affairs  into 
Confideration,  and  report  at  the  Adjournment  the  Mea¬ 
fures  they  apprehend  moft  falutary  to  be  taken  in  the 
prefent  Emergency. 

Adjourn’d  till  the  next  Day  io  o’Clock,  A.  M. 

TU E S DAY,  the  iyh  September,  io  o  Clock,  A.  M.  met 

accordingly. 

npHE  Committee  appointed  Yefterdayto  wait  upon  his 
Excellency  with  the  Petition  and  Requeft  of  the 
Town,  reported  from  his  Excellency  the  following  An¬ 
fwer  in  Writing. 


Gentle- 
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Gentlemen’, 

71  /TT  Apprebenftons  that  feme  of  his  Majejly  s  Troops  are 
JLVl  t0  be  expe(led  in  Bolton,  arife  from  Information  of  a 
private  Nature  :  1  have  received  no  public  Letters ,  notifying 
to  me  the  coming  offuch  Troops ,  and  requiring  Quarters  for 
them  :  Whenever  l  do,  l  Jhall  communicate  them  to  his  Ma¬ 


le  fly's  Council,  .  „ 

The  Buftnefs  of  calling  another  Affembly  for  this  i  ear ,  is 

now  before  the  King  ;  and  1  can  do  nothing  in  it,  until  I  re - 
hii  MajeJ,y'S  Commands‘  FRA.  BERNARD. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  take  the  State  of  out 
public  Affaiis  into  Conftderation,  reported  the  following 
Declaration  and  Relolves. 


w1 


HEREAS  it  is  the  firft  Principle  in  Civil  Society, 

•  •  founded  in  Nature  and  Reafon,  I  hat  no  Law  o! 
the  Society  can  be  binding  on  any  Individual,  without 
his  Confent,  given  by  himfelf  in  Perfon,  or  by  his  Re- 

prefentative,  of  his  own  free  Election. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  an  Ad  of  the  Bntijh  Parliament 
naffed  in  the  firft  Year  of  the  Reign  of  king  l!  idiom  and 
Queen  Mary,  of  glorious  and  blefted  Memory,  entitle^, 
An  A  a  declaring  the  Rights  and  Liberties  oi  the  Sub- 
iea,  and  fettling  the  Succeffion  of  the  Crown ;  the  i  re- 
amble  of  which  Aft  is  in  thefe  Words,  »  “ Whereas 
the  late  King  James  the  Second,  by  the  Afliftance  ot 
divers  evil  Counfellors,  Judges,  and  Minifters  em¬ 
ployed  by  him,  did  endeavour  to  fubvert  and  extirpate 
the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  the  Laws  and  Liberties 

«  of  this  Kingdom;”  It  is  exprefsly  among  other  I  hings 

declared,  That  the  levying  Money  for  the  Ufe  ot  t  e 
Crown,  by  Pretence  of  Prerogative,  without  Grant  ot 
Parliament,  for  a  longer  Time,  or  in  other  Manner  than 

the  fame  is  granted,  is  illegal :  .  *  r  ,  c 

And  whereas  in  the  third  Year  of  the  Reign  of  the  fame 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary ,  their  Majelties  were 
eracioufly  pleafed,  by  their  Royal  Charter,  to  give  and 

Irant  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  his  Majefty  s  Province 

all  the  Territory  therein  defenbed,  to  be  holdcn  in  free 


(( 


C< 

(( 
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and  common  Soccage:  And  alfo  to  ordain  and  grant  tO1 
the  laid  Inhabitants  certain  Rights,  Liberties,  and  Pri¬ 
vileges  therein  exprefsly  mentioned  :  Among  which  it  is 
granted,  cffablifhed,  and  ordained,  T  hat  all  and  every 
the  Subjects  of  them,  their  Heirs  and  Succeflors,  which 
fhall  go  to  inhabit  within  faid  Province  and  Territory, 
and  every  of  their  Children,  whrch  fhall  happen  to  be 
born  there,  or  on  the  Seas  in  going  thither,  or  return¬ 
ing  from  thence,  fhall  have  and  enjoy  all  Liberties  and 
Immunities  of  tree  and  natural  Subjects,  within  any  of 
the  Dominions  o f  them,  their  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  to 
all  Intents,  Purpofes,  and  Conflru&ions  whatever,  as 
if  they  and  every  of  them  were  born  within  the  Realm 
of  England: 

And  whereas  by  the  aforefaid  Acl  of  Parliament  mads 
in  the  firfl  \  ear  of  the  faid  Ring  JVilham  and  Queen 
Alary ,  All  and  lingular  the  Premifes  contained  therein, 
are  claimed,  demanded,  and  infilled  on,  as  the  undoubt¬ 
ed  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subjects  born  within  the 
Realm : 

And  whereas  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of 
this  I  own,  the  Metropolis  of  the  Province,  in  faid 
Charter  mentioned,  do  hold  all  the  Rights  and  Liberties 
therein  contained,  to  be  facred  and  inviolable  :  At  the 
fame  "1  ime  publicly  and  folemnly  acknowledging  therr 
firm  and  unlhaken  Allegiance  to  their  alone  rightful  So¬ 
vereign  King  GEORGL  the  Third,  the  lawful  Succeflor 
of  the  faid  King  IF i lii am  and  Queen  Mary  to  the  Britijb 
Throne  :  Therefore, 

R.E  6  0  L  l  E  £>,  i  hat  the  faid  Freeholders  and  other 
Inhabitants  or  the  I  own  of  Bojlon,  will  at  the  utmofl 
Peril  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  take  all  legal  and  corr- 
ffitutional  Mealures  to  defend  and  maintain  the  Perfon, 
Family,  Crown,  and  Dignity  of  our  faid  Sovereign  Lord 
GEORGE  the  l  hi  rd  ;  and  all  and  lingular  the  Rights, 
Liberties,  Privileges,  and  Immunities  granted  in  the  faid 
Royal  Charter ;  as  well  thofe  which  are  declared  to  be 
belonging  to  us  as  Briti/h  Subjects  by  Birthright,  as  all 
others  therein  lpecialjy  mentioned. 

Ana  whereas  by  the  faid  Royal  Charter  it  is  fpecially 
granted  to  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  Alfembly 
therein  conflituted,  to  impofe  and  lew  proportionable 

and 
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and  reafonable  AfTeflments,  Rates,  and  Taxes  upon  ths 
Eftates  and  Perfons  of  all  and  every  the  Proprietors  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province  or  Territory,  for  the 
Service  of  the  King,  in  the  necehary  Defence  and  Sup¬ 
port  of  his  Government  of  the  Province,  and  the  Pro¬ 
tection  and  Prefervation  of  his  Subjects  therein  : 

Therefore, 

VOTED ,  as  the  Opinion  of  this  Town,  That  the 
levying  Money  within  this  Province  for  the  Ufe  and 
Service  of  the  Crown,  in  other  Manner  than  the  fame 
is  granted  by  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  Ailembiy 
of  this  Province,  is  in  Violation  of  the  (aid  Royal  Char¬ 
ter;  and  the  fame  is  alfo  in  Violation  of  the  undoubted 
natural  Rights  of  Subjects,  declared  in  the  aforefaid  A6t 
of  Parliament,  freely  to  give  and  grant  their  own  Mcncy 
for  the  Service  of  the  Crown,  with  their  own  Confeiu, 
in  Per  (on,  or  by  Reprefentatives  of  thegr  own  free 
EleCtion. 

And  whereas  in  the  aforefaid  A£t  of  Parliament  it  is 
declared,  That  the  raifing  or  keeping  a  handing  Army, 
within  the  Kingdom  in  Time  of  Peace,  unlels  it  be  with 
the  Confent  of  Parliament,  is  againft  Law  :  It  is  the 
Opinion  of  this  Town,  that  the  faid  Declaration  is 
founded  in  the  indcfeafible  Right  of  the  Subjects  to  be  con - 
fulted ,  and  to  give  their  free  Confent,  in  Per  Ion,  or  by  Re¬ 
prefentatives  of  their  own  free  Election,  to  the  raifing 
and  keeping  a  handing  Army  among  them  :  And^the  In¬ 
habitants  of  this  Town,  being  tree  Subjects  have  the  lame 
RDht,  derived  from  Nature  and  confirmed  bv  the  Britifh 
Conhitution,  as  well  as  the  faid  Royal  Charter  ;  and 
therefore  the  raifing  or  keeping  a  handing  Army,  without 
their  Confent,  in  Perfon  or  by  Reprefentatives  of  their 
own  free  Election,  would  be  an  Infringement  of  their 
Natural,  Conhitutional  and  Charter  Rights;  and  t Sic 
employing  fuch  Army  for  the  enforcing  of  Laws  made 
v/ithout  the  Confent  of  the  People,  in  Perfon,  or  by  their 
Reprefentatives,  would  be  a  Grievance. 

The  foregoing  Report  being  divers  Times  dihinCtly 
read,  and  confidered  by  the  d  own — I  he  Quehicn  was 
put,  IVhether  the  fame /hall  be  accepted  and  e^otded?  and 
p afied  unanimouhy  in  the  Affirmative. 

Upon 


I 
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Upon  a  Motion  made  and  feconded,  the  following 
Vote  was  unanimoufly  pafled,  viz . 

'Y\T  H  E  R E  A  S  by  an  ACt  of  Parliament  of  the  firft 
*  *  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ,  it  is  declared  ; 
That  for  the  Redrefs  of  all  Grievances,  and  for  amend¬ 
ing,  (Lengthening,  and  preparing  the  Laws,  Parliaments 
ought  to  be  held  frequently,  and  inafmuch  as  it  is  the 
Opinion  of  this  Town,  that  the  People  labour  under 
many  intolerable  Grievances,  which  unlefs  fpeedily  re- 
dreffed,  threaten  the  total  DeftruCtion  of  our  invaluable, 
natural,  conftitutional  and  Charter  Rights. 

And  furthermore^  As  his  Excellency  the  Governor  has 
declared  himfelf  unable,  at  the  Requeft:  of  this  Town, 
to  call  a  General  Court,  which  is  the  AfTembly  of  the 
States  of  this  Province,  for  the  Redrefs  of  fuch  Griev¬ 


ances  : 

VOTED ,  That  this  Town  will  now  make  Choice  of 
a  fuitable  Number  of  Perfons  to  ad  for  them  as  a  Com¬ 
mittee  in  Convention,  with  fuch  as  may  be  fent  to  join 
them  from  the  feveral  Towns  in  this  Province,  in  order 
that  fuch  Meafures  may  be  confulted  and  advifed  as  his 
Majefty’s  Service,  and  the  Peace  and  Safety  of  his  Sub¬ 
jects  in  the  Province  may  require. 

Whereupon, 

The  Hon.  James  Otis,  Efq; 

Hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  Efq; 

Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  and 
John  Hancock,  Efq; 

were  appointed  a  Committee  for  the  faid  Purpofe;  the 
Town  hereafter  to  take  into  Confideration  what  Recom¬ 
pense  (hall  be  made  them  for  the  Services  they  may  per¬ 
form. 

VOTE  L>,  That  the  Selectmen  be  direCled  to  write  to 
the  Selectmen  of  the  feveral  Towns  within  this  Province* 
informing  them  of  the  foregoing  Vote,  and  to  propofe 
that  a  Convention  be  held,  if  they  (hall  think  proper,  at 
Faneuil-Hall ,  in  this  Town,  on  Thurfday  the  22,d  ot  Sep¬ 
tember  inftant,  at  Ten  o’Clock  Before-noon. 


Upon 


[  *5  ] 

Upon  a  Motion  made  and  feconded,  the  following 
Vote  was  palled  by  a  very  great  Majority,  viz. 

WHEREAS  by  an  Ad  of  Parliament  of  the  firffc 
of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ,  it  is  declared. 
That  the  Subjeds  being  Proteftants,  may  have  Arms  for 
their  Defence  :  It  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Town,  that  the 
faid  Declaration  is  founded  in  Nature,  Reafon,  and  found 
Policy,  and  is  well  adapted  for  the  neceflary  Defence  of 
the  Community  : 

•  And  for aj much,  As  by  a  good  and  wholfome  Law  of 
this  Province,  every  lifted  Soldier  and  other  Houlholder 
(except  Troopers,  who  by  Law  are  otherwife  to  be  pro¬ 
vided)  (hall  be  always  provided  with  a  well  fix’d  Firelock, 
Mufket,  Accoutrements  and  Ammunition,  as  is  in  the 
faid  Law  particularly  mentioned,  to  the  Satisfaction  of 
the  Commiftion  Officers  of  the  Company  :  And  as  there 
is  at  this  Time  a  prevailing  Apprehenfion,  in  the  Minds 
of  many,  of  an  approaching  War  with  France  :  In  order 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  may  be  prepared  in 
Cafe  of  fudden  Danger:  VOTED ,  1'hat  thofe  of  the 
faid  Inhabitants,  who  may  at  prefent  be  unprovided,  be 
and  hereby  are  requefted  duly  to  obferve  the  faid  Law  at 
this  Time. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Cujhing ,  Efq;  communicated  to  the 
Town  a  Letter  lately  received  from  a  Committee  of  Mer¬ 
chants  in  the  City  of  New- York,  acquainting  him  with 
their  Agreement  relative  to  a  Non-importation  of  Britijh 
Goods — Whereupon  the  Town  by  a  Vote  expreffed  their 
high  Satisfadion  therein. 

^The  Town  taking  into  ferious  Confideration  the  pre¬ 
fent  Afped  of  their  public  Affairs,  and  being  of  Opinion 
that  it  greatly  behoves  a  People  profeffing  Godlinefs,  to 
addrefs  the  fupreme  Ruler  of  the  World,  on  all  impor¬ 
tant  Occafions,  for  that  Wifdom  which  is  profitable  to 
di  red ; 

VOTED  unanimoujly ,  That  the  Seledmen  be  a  Com¬ 
mittee  to  wait  on  the  feveral  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel 
within  this  Town,  defiring  that  the  next  Tuejday  may  be 
fet  apart  as  a  Day  of  Rafting  and  Prayer. 

Ordered ,  That  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Town 
in  their  prefent  Meeting,  be  publifhed  in  the  feveral 
News  Papers, 


Tht 
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The  1  own  voted  their  Thanks  to  the  Moderator  for 
Iris  good  Services,  and  the  Meeting  was  diffolved. 

dUeA*  V/illi  am  Cooper,  Town-Clerk . 


The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Circular  Letter,  written  by 
the  Selectmen  of  this  Town ,  and  directed  to  the  Selectmen 
of  the  fever al  Towns  within  this  Province  ;  agreeable  to  a 
Tote  at  the  Meeting  on  the  1  y.h  Infant „ 

r  '  1  /  *  v  •  »  j 

Gentlemen,  Boflon,  September  14, 1768. 

\f  OU  are  already  too  well  acquainted  with  the  melan¬ 
choly  and  very  alarming  Circumftances  to  which 
this  Province,  as  well  as  America  in  general,  is  now  re¬ 
duced.  Taxes  equally  detrimental  to  the  commercial  In- 
terefts  of  the  Parent  Country  and  her  Colonies,  are  im- 
pofed  upon  the  People,  without  their  Content ; — Taxes 
defigned  for  the  Support  of  the  Civil  Government  in  the 
Colonies,  in  a  Manner  clearly  unconftitutional,  and 
contrary  to  that,  in  which,  till  of  late,  Government  has 
been  fupported,  by  the  free  Gift  of  the  People  in  the 
American  Affemblies  or  Parliaments ;  as  alfo  for  the 
Maintenance  of  a  large  landing  Army  ;  not  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  the  newly  acquired  Territories,  but  for  the  old 
Colonies,  and  in  a  Time  of  Peace.  The  decent,  hum¬ 
ble,  and  truly  loyal  Applications  and  Petitions  from  the 
Reprefentatives  of  this  Province  for  the  Redrefs  of  thefe 
heavy  and  very  threatning  Grievances,  have  hitherto 
been  ineffectual,  being  allured,  from  authentic  Intelligence, 
that  they  have  not  yet  reached  the  Royal  Ear  :  The  only 
Effect  of  tranfmitting  thefe  Applications  hitherto  per¬ 
ceivable,  has  been  a  Mandate  from  one  of  his  Majefty’3 
Secretaries  of  State  to  the  Governor  of  this  Province, 
to  uiffolve  the  General  Affembly,  merely  becaufe  the  late 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  refufed  to  refcind  a  Refolutioji 
of  a  former  Eloufe,  which  implied  nothing  more  than  a 
Right  in  the  American  Subjects  to  unite  in  humble  and 
dutiful  Petitions  to  their  gracious  Sovereign,  when  they 
found  themfelves  aggrieved  :  This  is  a  Right  naturally 
inherent  in  every  Man,  and  exprefsly  recognized  at  the 
glorious  Revolution  as  the  Birth-right  of  an  Englijhmanf 

This 
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This  Diflolution  you  are  fenfible  has  taken  place;  the 
Governor  has  publicly  and  repeatedly  declared  that  he 
cannot  call  another  Aiiembly  ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  American  Department  in  one  of  his  Letters  com¬ 
municated  to  the  late  Houle,  has  been  pleated  to  fay, 
that  “  proper  Care  will  be  taken  for  the  Support  of  the 
“  Dignity  of  Government  ;”  the  Meaning  of  which  is 

too  plain  to  be  mifunderftood. 

The  Concern  and  Perplexity  into  which  thefe  1  hings 
have  thrown  the  People,  have  been  greatly  aggravated, 
by  a  late  Declaration  of  his  Excellency  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard,  that  one  or  more  Regiments  may  Icon  be  exj 
peDed  in  this  Province. 

The  Defig n  of  thefe  Troops  is  in  every  one’s  Appre- 
henfion  nothing  fhort  of  enforcing  by  military  Power  the 
Execution  of  Ads  of  Parliament,  in  the  forming  of 
which  the  Colonies  have  not,  and  cannot  have  any  con- 
ftitutional  Influence.  This  is  one  of  the  greatdt  Dif- 
trefles  to  which  a  free  People  can  be  reduced. 

The  Town  which  we  have  the  Honour  to  ferve,  have 
taken  thefe  Things  at  their  late  Meeting  into  their  molt 
ferious  Confideration  ;  And  as  there  is  in  the  Mines 
many  a  prevailing  Apprchenlion  of  an  approaching  A  ar 
with  France.)  they  have  palled  the  fevc  ral  V  otes,  'a  cic  n 
we  tranfmit  to  you  ;  defiring  that  they  may  be  immedi¬ 
ately  laid  before  the  I  own,  whole  Piudentia.s  aic  1.1 
your  Care,  at  a  legal  Meeting,  for  their  candid  and 
particular  Attention. 

Deprived  of  the  Councils  of  a  General  Aflembiy  in 
this  dark  and  difficult  Seafon,  the  loyal  People  ol  this 
Province  will,  we  arc  perfuaded,  immediately  perceive 
the  Propriety  and  Utility  of  the  propofed  Committee  of 
Convention  1  And  the  lounci  and  vvhoilome  Advice  that 
may  be  expected  from  a  Number  of  Gentlemen  chofen 
by  themfelves,  and  in  whom  they  may  repoi'e  thegreatelt 
Confidence,  muft  tend  to  the  real  Service  of  our  gra¬ 
cious  Sovereign,  and  the  Welfare  of  his  Subjects  in 
this  Province  ;  and  may  happily  prevent  any  fudden 
2nd  unconnected  Mcafures,  which  in  tliLir  p relent  Anx 
iety,  and  even  Agony  of  Mind,  they  may  ^.e  111  Danger 
of  falling  into. 
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As  it  is  of  I  mportance  that,  the  Convention  fhould 
meet  as  loon  as  may  be,  fo  early  a  Day  as  the  226  of 
this  Inflant  Septe??iber  has  been  propofed  for  that  Purpofe 
• — and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remoteft  Towns  will  by  that 
I  ime,  or  as  foon  after  as  conveniently  may  be,  return 
their  refpe£tive  Committees. 

Not  doubting  but  that  you  are  equally  concerned  with 
us  and  our  Fellow-citizens  for  the  Prefervation  of  our 
invaluable  Rights,  and  for  the  general  Happinefs  of  our 
Country,  and  that  you  are  difpofed  with  equal  Ardor  to 
exert  yourfelves  in  every  conflitutional  Way  for  fo  glo¬ 
rious  a  Purpofe. 

Signed  by  the  Selectmen* 


A  fhort 
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A  fhort  View  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Colony  of  MaJJachuJett.s  Bay ,  &c. 

THE  frefher  and  more  perfedtDifcoveries  of  the 
Coaft  of  North  America^  and  lome  fuccefsful 
Voyages,  which  had  been  made  thither,  in  the 
Beginning  of  the  laft  Century,  led  a  Number  ct 
Gentlemen  and  Merchants  into  an  Opinion,  that 
they  might  raife  to  themfelves  great  Eftates  by 
fending  People  from  England  to  fettle  in  that 
Country,  and  trade  with  the  Natives  ot  it.  They 
applied  to  the  Crown,  and  King  James  in  one  1  a- 
tent  granted  the  whole  North  American  Continent, 
from  the  Latitudes  34  to  45,  to  two  Companies 
of  fuch  Merchant  Adventurers.  The  fouthern 
Part  to  a  Sett  of  Londoners ,  and  the  Northern  to 
a  Sett  of  Merchants  living  in  the  Weft  of  England, 
chiefly  at  Plymouth ,  and  therefore  called  tne  P-)- 
mouth  Company. 

The  two  Companies,  in  order  to  make  the  pro¬ 
per  Advantage  of  their  Grants,  engaged  a  \  anety 
of  People  to  go  over.  The  firft  Attempts,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  to  the  Northward,  were  unfuccefsful  •, 
and  the  Adventurers  fpent  large  Sums  of  Money 
in  fending  out  Settlers,  who  were  loon  difeouraged 

and  returned  Home. 
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In  the  Year  1608  a  Sett  of  religious  People, 
who  called  themfelves  Brownijls ,  and  who  held  it 
unlawful  for  them  to  join  in  Communion  with  any 
other  Church,  having  been  perfecuted  in  England , 
removed  themfelves  to  Holland ,  for  the  peaceable 
Enjoyment  of  their  own  Mode  of  Church  Worfhip 
and  Government.  In  a  very  few  Years  they  found 
that  their  Children,  by  entering  into  the  Butch  Sea 
and  Land  Service,  degenerated  into  the  Manners 
of  the  Country,  and  would  become  Dutchmen , 
and  that  their  Church  would  thereby  foon  be 
brought  to  an  End. 

To  prevent  this,  which  they  thought  a  Matter 
of  infinite  Importance,  they  formed  a  Defign  of 
.going  to  live  by  themfelves  in  America.  For  this 
Purpofe  in  the  Year  1617  they  lent  over  two 
Agents  to  treat  with  the  London  Patentees  ;  offering 
to  tranfport  themfelves  into  their  Part  of  that  * 
Country,  and  defiring  only,  that  the  Company 
would  petition  the  King  to  grant  them  Liberty  in 
their  Religion  under  the  great  Seal.  The  King’s 
Anfwer  was,  that  he  would  not  difturb  them  as 
long  as  they  lived  peaceably  ;  but  that  he  would 
not  tolerate  them  by  his  public  Authority  under 
his  Seal.  This  difcouraged  them  :  The  Agents 
returned  to  Leyden,  and  they  laid  afide  the  Defign 
for  that  Year.  But  being  more  and  more  alarmed 
with  the  Danger  of  remaining  in  Hilland>  they  at 

lengi\\ 
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length  refolved  to  adventufe  upon  this  verbal  De¬ 
claration  ;  and  having  fent  over  their  Agents  afe- 
cond  Time,  after  long  Attendance  they  obtained 
a  Grant  of  Land  under  the  Seal  of  the  Lond'ch 
Company,  made  out  to  Mr.  John  Wincoh ,  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  living  with  the  Earl  of  Lincoln. 

Upon  the  Grant  of  this  Patent  they  came  over 
to  England ;  and  failed  from  Southampton  in  AugUjl 
j  620  ;  leaving  the  Patent  in  the  Poflefllon  of  Mr. 
Wincoh ,  who  remained  in  England. 

In  their  Voyage  to  America  they  were  driven  to 
the  Northward,  and  landed  near  Cape  Cod ;  where, 
finding  that  they  were  got  into  the  Limits  of  the 
Plymouth  Company,  they  called  the  Place  they 
fettled  in  New  Plymouth ,  in  New  England. 

Some  Mutterings,  which  had  been  heard  among 
thofe  of  an  inferior  Clafs,  that  when  they  fhould 
get  afhore,  one  Man  would  be  as  good  as  ano¬ 
ther,  convinced  them  during  their  Paffage,  that 
Religion  alone  would  not  keep  the  Peace,  without 
the  Authority  of  Government :  This  led  them  to 
draw  up  the  following  Inftrument,  which  every 
Man  finned  before  he  landed. 


<c  In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen. — We  whofe 

£ 

“  Names  are  underwritten,  the  loyal  Subje&s  of 
“  our  dread  Sovereign  Lord  King  James,  by  the 

“  Grace 
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ct  Grace  of  God  of  Great -Britain^  France ,  2nd  Ire - 
<c  toJ,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  Having 
cc  undertaken  for  the  Glory  of  God  and  Advance- 
cc  ment  of  the  Chriflian  Faith,  and  Honour  of»our 
“  King'and  Country,  a  Voyage  to  plant  the  firft 
iC  Colony  in  the  northern  Parts  of  Virginia ,  do 
“  by  thefe  Prefents,  folemnly  and  mutually  in  the 
“  Prefence  of  God  and  of  one  another,  covenant 
“  and  combine  ourfelves  together  into  a  civil  Body 
tc  politic,  for  our  better  ordering  and  Preierva- 
*c  tion,  and  Furtherance  of  the  Ends  aforefaid, 
“  and  by  Virtue  hereof  to  enact,  conftitute  and 
frame  fuch  juft  and  equal  Laws  and  Ordi- 
nances,  A6ls,  Conftitutions,  and  Offices,  from 
<c  Time  to  Time,  as  fliall  be  thought  mod  meet 
“  and  convenient  for  the  general  Good  of  the 
41  Colonies,  unto  which  we  promiie  all  due  Sub- 
“  je&ion  and  Obedience.  In  Witnefs  whereof  we 
<i  have  hereunto  fubfcribed  our  Names  at  Cape 
«c  God  the  i  ith  of  November ,  in  the  Year  of  the 
a  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  James  of 
“  England,  France ,  and  Ireland ,  the  1 8th,  and  of 
“  Scotland  the  54th,  Anno  Dcm.  1620.” 

Signed  John  Carver, 
and  forty  others. 

Such  was  the  firft  of  all  the  New  England  Set- 
tlements  and  fuch  the  Foundation  upon  which 
was  built  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth. 


No 


No  one  I  fuppofe  will  here  find  a  Plea  of  Inde¬ 
pendence  ;  or  imagine  that  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  and  a 
Company  of  London  Merchants  could  fell  to  thefe 
poor  People  a  Difmifiion  from  the  Englijh  Govern¬ 
ment  :  Or  that  a  Grant  of  their  Land,  which  they 
afterwards  purchafed  from  the  Plymouth  Council, 
could  render  them  lefs  fubject  to  the  Authority  of 
England ,  than  they  would  have  been  without  it. 
They  themfelves  moft  certainly  did  not  think  it  did, 
elfe  they  needed  not  to  have  applied  to  the  King 
for  Liberty  of  Confcience. 

This  Colony  of  New  Plymouth  remained  a  fepa- 
rate  Government  till  the  Revolution.  After  which, 
by  King  William's  Charter,  it  was  annexed  to  the 
Province  of  MaJJachufetts  Bay\  whofe  Origin  I  now 
relate. 

Many  of  the  firft  Weft  Country  Patentees,  after 
having  fpent  large  Sums  of  Money  in  fending  over 
Settlers  to  no  Purpofe,  were  difeouraged  by  their 

Loffes,  and  inclined  to  quit  the  Adventure. - - 

But  there  were  other  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen, 
who  were  ready  to  take  it  up,  and  upon  their  Ap¬ 
plication  to  the  King,  they  obtained  a  new  Grant 
of  all  the  Country  between  the  Latitudes  40  and 
48,  by  a  Patent  bearing  Date  the  3d  of  November 
1620  y  and  made  out  to  them  under  the  Title  of 
44  The  Council  eftablifhed  at  Plymouth  in  the 

44  County 
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«  County  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  or- 
“  dering,  and  governing  of  New  England  in  Ame- 

rica,  their  Succeffors  and  Affigns.”  This  was 
afterwards  called  the  Grand  Plymouth  Patent. 

With  thefe  fecond  Patentees  Mr.  White,  a  Cler¬ 
gyman  of  Dorchejler,  having  projected  a  new  Set¬ 
tlement  as  an  Afylum  forejefted  Minifters,  entered 
into  Treaty.  In  confequence  of  which  this  Ply¬ 
mouth  Council  by  their  Deed  indented  under  their 
common  Seal,  gave,  granted,  bargained,  and  fold 
to  Sir  -Henry  Rojwell,  and  five  other  DorfejJhire 
Gentlemen,  their  Heirs  and  Ailigns,  and  their 
Affociates  for  ever,  all  that  Part  of  New  England 
therein  defcribed,  at  the  Bottom  of  a  certain  Bay, 
there  commonly  called  Majfachufetts  Bay. 

This  Grant  from  the  Plymouth  Council  to  Sir 
Henry  Rojwell,  &c.  is  manifeftly  copied  from  their 
own  Patent,  which  had  been  granted  from  the 
Crown.  The  Plymouth  Company  grant,  bargain, 
fell,  infeoff,  alien,  and  difpofe  to  Sir  Henry  Rof- 
we!l  and  his  five  Affociates  the  Trad  of  Country 
there  defcribed,  and  all  Jurifdidions,  Rights, 
Royalties,  Liberties,  Freedoms,  Immunities,  Pri- 
•vileges,  Franchifes,  Pre-eminences,  and  Commo¬ 
dities  whatfoever,  which  they  themlelves,  the  laid 
Council  eftablifhed  at  Plymouth,  had  or  might  ex- 
ercile  or  enjoy  within  the  laid  Lands. 


Does 
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Does  the  Reader  imagine,  That  an  Exemption 
from  the  •  Jurifdiftion  of  Parliament  was  among 
the  Privileges  and  Immunities  thus  fold  ?  or  that  a 
Company  of  Merchants  living  at  I  lywcuth ,  grant¬ 
ing  a  Traci  of  Land  to  another  Sett  of  Merchants 
refiding  in  Dorfetfloire ,  could  convey  to  them  a 
Power  of  alienating  their  Allegiance*,  or  of  enabling 
any  other  Subjedts  to  withdraw  their  Obedience 
from  the  Authority  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com¬ 
mons  of  the  Realm  ? 

Thefe  Dorfetjhire  Patentees,  finding  that  the 
Charge  of  fending  out  and  maintaining  iuch  a 
Number  of  Settlers  would  be  too  great  for  them, 
applied  to  feveral  Gentlemen  of  London  to  take  a 
Part  in  the  Adventure.  Sir  Richard  Salt  onjl  all  and 
feveral  others  agreed  to  enter  into  the  Company, 
and  engage  with  them.  But  upon  Condition,  that 
their  Names  alio  fhould  be  inferted  in  the  1  atent 
as  original  Proprietors,  and  that  the  King  fhou.d 
be  petitioned  to  confirm  the  Agreement,  d  his 
was  accordingly  done,  and  a  new  Draught  of  the 
former  Patent,  with  the  Names  of  thefe  new  Ad¬ 
venturers  inferted  in  it,  having  been  drawn  out, 
was  confirmed  by  the  King,  and  palled  the  Seals 

on  the  4th  of  March  1628. 
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1  he  Patent  from  the  Plymouth  Council  gave  to 
the  Patentees  a  Right  to  the  Soil ;  but  conveyed 
none  of  the  Powers  of  Government  requifite  to 
the  Eftablilhment  of  a  joint  Company. 

This  Royal  Patent  or  Charter,  after  confirm¬ 
ing  this  Sale  to  the  fix  Dorfetjhire  Men,  and  to 
twenty  others  their  Afiociates,  created  them  -a 
Corporation,  appointed  for  them  their  firft  Go¬ 
vernors  and  Afiiftants,  and  impowered  them  an¬ 
nually  to  choofe  their  Succeflors  upon  the  firft 
RRednefday  in  "Rafter  Term. 

The  Company  met  accordingly  on  the  13th- of 
May  1628,  and  chofe  a  Governor,  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  eighteen  Afiiftants.  And  at  the  fame 
Court  agreed,  that  every  one  of  the  Company, 
who  fhould  ft  bfcribe  50/.  fhould  have  200  Acres 
for  their  firft  Dividend,  and  proportionably  for 
any  greater  Sum.  A  Lift  of  the  Names  of  the 
Subfcribers,  and  the  Sums  fubfcribed,  was  tranf- 
rmtted  to  Mr.  Endicott ,  whom  they  had  juft  be¬ 
fore  fent  over  as  their  Governor  in  the  Plantation. 

Such  v/as  the  firft  Royal  Charter,  and  fuch  the 
original  Company  for  the  fettling  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  Bay.  A  Company  formed  upon  a  Plan  ex¬ 
actly  fimilar  to  our  prelent  Raft -Lidia  Company  ; 
confiding  of  a  Number  of  Gentlemen  refident  here 

in 
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in  England ,  who  chofe  their  own  Governor,  De¬ 
puty  Governor,  and  Afiiftants,  out  of  their  own 
Body  refident  in  England ;  and  then  fent  out  a 
Perfon  under  their  Authority  as  Governor  for 
them,  to  order  and  difpofe  of  the  new  Settlement. 
I  he  firft  of  thefe  was  Mr.  Endicott ,  whom  they 
difpatched  away  as  foon  as  the  Charter  was  exe¬ 
cuted,  to  take  Care  of  the  Colony,  and  prevent 
the  People,  who  had  been  fent  before,  from  re¬ 
turning  home  again,  which  they  had  heard  that 
they  were  intending. 

The  Writers  in  the  Papers,  who  advance  fo 
many  Things  without  Foundation,  and  the  fac¬ 
tious  Leaders  who,  to  deceive  the  People  in  the 
Colonies,  talk  fo  arrogantly  about  the  original 
Terms  of  Colonization,  would  do  well  to  afk 
themfelves,  whether  they  really  think,  that  Mr. 
Matthew  Cradock  and  Mr.  Thomas  Gcff,  and  iS 
other  Gentlemen  living  in  London ,  fent  out  by  Mr. 
John  Endicott  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ccnant ,  and  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  poqr  Creatures  in  America ,  who  were  (larv- 
ing,  and  wanting  to  come  home  again,  a  Right 
of  Independence  on  the  Parliament  of  England . 

Such  was  the  Conftitution  of  the  Company 
during  the  firft  Period  of  their  Charter. — For 
three  fucceffive  Elections  was  the  Company  formed 
entirely  of  Perfons  refident  here. — Soon  after  this 
the  Severity  of  the  Laudean  Perfecution  increafing, 

E  2  a  Num- 
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a  Number  of  Gentlemen  of  Figure  and  Eftate, 
made  a  Propofal  to  the  Company  to  go  themfelves 
over,  and  fettle  in  the  Country.  But  as  they  were 
not  inferior  in  Rank  and  Fortune  to  the  Governors 
and  Affiftants  themfelves,  they  thought  that  they 
had  as  good  a  Right  to  have  the  Government  of 
the  Company  in  their  own  Hands,  as  to  leave  it 
in  thole  of  the  Gentlemen  in  England. 

# 

They  propofed  therefore  to  the  Company  at 
London  to  go  over  with  their  Families  t&  America  ; 
but  upon  Condition  that  the  Patent  and  Charter 
fhould  remove  with  them.  The  Company  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Committee  to  confider  of  this  Propofal, 
and  to  take  the  Opinion  of  Council,  whether  Rich 
a  Transfer  of  the  Patent  and  Charter  would  be 
legal.  The  Council’s  Opinion,  and  the  Report 
of  the  Committee,  are  not  recorded,  No  one,  I 
fuppofe,  now  can  doubt  but  that  it  was  againft 
it,  but  the  Intereft  of  the  Company  was  greatly 
for  it. 


From  the  whole  Tenor  of  their  Proceedings,  it 
is  apparent,  that  the  View  of  the  Company  was 
Profit-,  the  View  of  the  Settlers. was  Religion. 
The  one  wanted  to  make  a  good  Return  for  the 
Money  they  had  advanced  the  other  wanted  Li¬ 
berty  of  Confidence,  and  the  quiet  Enjoyment  of 
their  own  Mode  of  Worfhip.  i  he  Company  had 
been  at  great  Expence,  and  found  that  they  had 

Uftle 
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little  Profpedt  of  making  any  Advantage  of  the 
Plantation  in  the  Way  they  were  in.  Whatever 
Doubts  might  ar.ife  about  tiie  Legality,  there  could 
be  none  about  the  Expediency  of  engaging  fuch  a 
Number  of  Gentlemen  of  Intereft  and  Fortune  in 
theDefign.  After  fettling  with  them  therefore 
the  Share  of  the  Stock  and  Profits,  which  the 
Members  of  the  Corporation,  who  remained  in 
England,  were  to  be  intitled  to  for  the  next  feven 
Years,  they  became  lefs  fcrupulous  about  the  Point 
of  Law,  <uid  relying  upon  the  Authority  of  Mr. 
White,  a  Lawyer,  who  was  one  of  the  Company, 
they  agreed  to  the  1  ropolal. 

In  order  to  carry  this  Agreement  into  Execu¬ 
tion,  a  general  Court  was  called  the  20th  of  OAobcr 
1  (no  confuting  of  the  Governors,  the  Affiftants, 
and  the  Generality  :  At  which,  for  the  more  eafy 
transferring  of  the  Charter,  they  chofe  a  new  Go¬ 
vernor, 'Deputy  Governor,  and  Court  of  AfiUt- 
ants,  confuting  of  fuch  Members  as  offered  them- 
fclves  to  go  over  with  it.  1  heie  new  elected  Go¬ 
vernors  and  Affiftants  accordingly  failed  from 
Southampton  the  end  of  March  1630,  and  cauied 
the  Charter  with  them  to  America. 

Such  is  the  Hiftory  of  the  firft  Charter,  which 
ever  arrived  in  New  England-,  and  the  only  one 
under  which  tire  Colony  of  M.aJJ~achufctts  adted, 

till  King  William  granted  them  another  after  the 

Revo- 
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Revolution.  A  Charter,  which,  far  from  intend¬ 
ing  to  eftablifh  any  new  State  independent  of  this, 
originally  meant  nothing  more  than  the  forming 
a  Number  of  Perfons  here  in  London  into  a  Cor¬ 
poration,  for  the  carrying  on  of  a  particular  Trade 
or  Adventure  under  a  joint  Stock.  A  Charter, 
in  the  granting  of  which  the  Crown  fo  little  meant 
to  authorize  the  Company  to  form  a  Body  of  Re- 
prefentatives,  who  fhould  difpute  the  Authority 
of  Parliament,  that  it  had  not  the  lead:  Thought 
of  giving  them  any  Right  of  Reprefentation  what- 
foever .  A  Charter,  which  they  themfelves  fo  little 
conceived  to  contain  any  fuch  Power,  that  for 
feme  Years  after  their  fir  ft  Settlement  in  America , 
they  never  did  choofe  any  thing  more  than  a  Go¬ 
vernor,  Deputy  Governor,  and  Court  of  A  Aidants. 
Upon  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May  the  whole  Com¬ 
monalty  annually  met  together,  and  all  of  them 
formed  the  general  Court  for  the  Ele&ion.  But 
the  Government  was  intirely  in  the  Governors 
and  the  Aftiftants,  when  once  they  were  cholen. 

In  procefs  of  Time  the  Body  of  the  Commo¬ 
nalty  grew  jealous  of  this  Oligarchy,  and  with 
the  Increafe  of  their  Numbers  became  unwilling 

a 

to  leave  the  whole  Power  of  the  Government  in 
the  Hands  of  thefe  few.  They  refolved  therefore 
to  add  lbme  of  their  own  Body  to  fit  with  them. 
And  as  they  had  now  fpread  themfelves  over  the 
Country,  they  naturally  fell  into  Cufloms,  which 
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they  had  been  ufed  to,  and  chofe  Deputies  to  re- 
prefent  them.  Accordingly  at  the  general  Court 
held  in  May  1634,  inftead  of  the  whole  Commo¬ 
nalty  or  Freemen  coming  in  a  Body,  to  the  great 
Surprize  of  the  Governor  and  Aftiftants,  there 
appeared  twenty-four  Deputies  fent  by  the  feveral 
Towns  which  were  then  fettled. 

The  Reafonablenefs  of  this  Proceeding  no  one 
®eed  difpute.  It  may  doubtlefs  be  juftified  upon 
many  Accounts  ;  almoft  indeed  upon  any  Grounds, 
except  only  thofe,  on  which  their  Defcendents  now 
chufe  to  reft  it.  The  Remotenefs  and  increafino- 

D 

Number  of  the  Inhabitants  rendered  it  at  firft  dan¬ 
gerous,  and  afterwards  impoftible  for  them  all  to 
meet  together  at  Bojlon.  The  Commonalty  or  Free¬ 
men  therefore  very  naturally  alfumed  to  themfelves 
this  Power  of  eledlingDeputies  to  reprefent  them  at 
the  general  Court,  and  to  take  care  of  their  Inte~ 
refts.  But  they  muft  not  furely  plead  their  origi¬ 
nal  Charter  Rights  as  a  Foundation  for  thofe  Pri¬ 
vileges  they  now  claim  to  their  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives,  when  that  Charter,  having  been  calcu¬ 
lated  for  a  trading  Company  here  in  London ,  had 
not  the  moft  diftant  View  to  any  fuch  Purpofe. 
With  a  very  ill  Grace  muft  thefe  Men  now  up¬ 
braid  us  with  their  original  Terms  of  Colonization  ; 
or  fet  up  what  they  call  their  conftitutional  Rights 
againft  the  Authority  of  Parliament,  when  their 
firft  Charter  and  their  original  Conftitution  in  New 

England 
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"England  knew  nothing  of  any  Houfe  of  Reprefen  - 
tatives  at  all.  Not  to  add,  that,  though  a  Com¬ 
pany  of  Subjects,  formed  under  a  Charter  in  a 
diftant  Country,  may  innocently  enough  diflribute 
among  themfelves  the  Powers  given  them  by  that 
Charter,  in  what  Proportions  they  find  moft  con¬ 
venient,  for  their  own  internal  Government;  yet 
that  new  Diftribution  cannot  add  one  Grain  of 
Power  againft  the  Parent  State  more  than  they  had 
before.  Becaufe  no  Agreement  between  any  two 
Parties,  can  prejudice  the  Rights  of  a  third.  And 
admitting  that  their  choofing  of  Reprefentatives 
might  at  firft  be  innocent,  yet  if '  they  made  that 
Choice  a  Ground  of  any  new  Claims,  it  then  be¬ 
came  criminal :  and  might  be  a  juk  Forfeiture  of 
the  Charter  fo  abufed.  ' 

i  «  •  •  ,  *  * 

But  failing  the  Charter  Right  we  are  next  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Right  of  Birth,  and  are  told  that  it 

•  is  the  original,  inherent,  unalienable  Right  of 
Englijhmen  to  choofe  their  own  Reprefentatives,  and 
to  be  bound  by  no  Laws,  but  luch  as  are  made  by 

•  themfelves  or  their  Reprefentatives,  elected  by  their 
own  free  Choice  :  And  that  the  free  Enjoyment  of 
this  Right  belongs  to  an  Englijhman  as  filch,  and 
was  the  Motive  and  Encouragement,  upon  which 
their  Forefathers  originally  engaged  in  all  the  Ha¬ 
zards  of  their  firft  Settlement. 

Such  are  the  Doctrines  which  thefe  deluded  Peo- 

•  - 

pie  are  now  taught,  to  ferve  the  prefent  Occafion. 

But 


But  it  happens  very  unfortunately  for  the  Broachers 
of  thefenew  Pretenfions,  that  their  Hilton,  affords 

4  %  ■ 

us  the  moft  politive  Proof,  that  this  was  not  the 
Motive  or  Condition  of  their  firff  Settlement  : 

And  the  Conduct  of  their  Forefathers  contains  the 

\ 

cleared:  Demonftration  that  their  Opinion  was, 
that  this  Right  of  Choice  was  not  the  unalienable 
Right  of  any  Man,  either  as  a  Man,  or  an  Eng-, 
lifhman ;  For  one  of  the  firff  Determinations  of 
their  general  Court  after  their  Settlement  in  Ame- 
rica  was  this,  That  none  fhould  be  admitted  to 

r  • 

the  Freedom  of  the  Company,  or  have  a  Vote  at 

their  Elections,  but  only  fuch  as  were  Church 

•  v  *  *  ^ 

Members. 

They  who  know  the  rigid  Terms,  which  in 
thofe  Days  were  required  as  Qualifications  for 
Church  M  mberfhip,  will  eafily  fee  the  Force  and 
Extent  of  this  Reftri&ion.  Thefe  their  pious  An- 
ceftors,  whom  their  fbtious  Defendants  now  boaft 
of,  moft  affu redly  were  not  of  Opinion  that  all 
Men  were  pofleflfed  of  this  Freedom  in  Right  of 
their  Birth,  who  relolved  that  the  greater  Part  of 
the  Seeders  had  it  not  ^  and  confined  it  chiefly,  if 
not  folely  to  the  Regenerate.  Nor  could  thefe 
good  Men  have  had  the  leaff  Sufpicion,  that  they 
deprived  one  half  of  their  Settlers  of  any  natural 
and  unalienable  Right,  when  they  determined  that 
thofe  of  them  only,  who  had  given  Proof  to  their 
Miniffers  and  ruling  Elders  of  their  being  quali- 

F  fied 
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fied  for  Church  Memberfhip,  fhould  be  admitted 
to  their  Freedom,  and  allowed  to  vote  at  their 
Elections. 

A  Tranfadion  in  the  Year  1646,  fhews  how 
ftrongly  they  were  attached  to  this  Principle. 

A  Scheme  was  then  laid  by  a  Number  of  Inha¬ 
bitants,  Epifcopalians  and  others,  who  were  ex¬ 
cluded  from  their  Freedom  and  Share  in  the  Go-. 
verrment,  to  petition  the  General  Court ;  and,  if 
they  were  refufed,  to  apply  to  Parliament  in  Be¬ 
half  of  themfelves  and  many  thousands  more, 
who,  as  they  alledged,  were  excluded  by  this  Law 
from  their  civil  and  religious  Rights.  They  ac¬ 
cordingly  prefented  their  Petition  to  the  General 
Court,  praying,  That  civil  Liberty  and  Free- 
<c  dom  might  be  forthwith  granted  to  all  truly 
Englijh  \  and  that  all  Members  of  the  Church 
*c  of  England  or  Scotland ,  not  fcandalous,  might 
“  be  admitted  to  the  Privileges  of  the  Churches 
**  of  New  England :  Or,  if  thefe  civil  and  religi- 
ous  Liberties  were  refufed,  that  they  might  be 
c<  freed  from  the  heavy  Taxes  impofed  on  them, 
“  and  the  Imprefies  made  on  their  Goods,  and 
cc  Children,  and  Servants,  for  the  War.”  They 
who  are  now  fo  clear  in  the  Dodrine  of  No  Rc« 
frefentation ,  no  Taxation,  may  conclude,  that  this 
Petition  was  granted  :  But  fo  far  were  their  Fore¬ 
fathers  from  thinking  in  this  Manner,  that  in  their 

General 
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General  Court,  this  Petition  was  charged  with  be- 
jfjcr  contemptuous  and  i 'editions,  and  the  Peti- 
tioners  were  leverally  lined  in  different  Sums,  and 
required  to  give  Security  for  their  good  Behaviour. 
Hutch.  Hift.  p.  145- 

Neither  this  Tranfadlion,  nor  any  thing  elle, 
could  convince  them  of  the  Truth  of  an  Opinion, 
which  their  Defcendants  now  pretend  to  be  a  felf- 
evident  Propofition  :  That  no  Man  is  bound  to 
obey  Laws,  or  pay  Taxes,  without  his  own  Con- 
fent,  or  that  of  his  Reprefentatives,  appointed  by 
his  own  free  Choice.  Nay,  fo  perfe&ly  well  fa- 
tisfied  were  their  Anceftors  of  the  contrary,  that 
they  continued  to  make  this  the  Rule  of  their 
Conduft  to  the  Diffolution  of  their  Government 
in  the  Year  1684.  The  Law  itfelf  indeed,  after 
the  Reftoration,  to  fave  Appearances,  was  repeal¬ 
ed  ;  but  it  was  (fill  their  Rule  in  Practice,  anti 
kept  up  under  another  Form; 

The  Abfurdity  of  the  Opinion  itfelf  of  any 
actually  inherent  and  unalienable  Right,  and  the 
general  Confufion  which  it  would  lead  to,  is  a 
Matter  with  which  I  am  not  now  concerned.  The 
prefent  Subjeft  is  Hiftory,  and  not  Argument ; 
and  my  Intention  is  only  to  fet  before  the  Reader 
an  Account  of  their  original  Charter,  ConftitutiOn, 
and  Opinions,  which  1  now  go  on  with. 

F  2 
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The  Spirit  of  Perlecution  and  of  Emigration 
i  ncreafing  during  the  following  Years,  great  Num- 
beis  of  Puritans,  made  uneafy  at  Horne,  fled  for 
Shelter  to  New  England.  Many  of  thefe  fixed 
their  Settlements  in  other  Parts  of  the  Country, 
which  were  not  contained  within  the  Limits  of  the 
Maffachufetts  Patent.  < 

Of  thefe  draggling  and  outlying  Plantations, 
fome  chofe  to  annex  themfelves  to  the  Maffachufetts 
Government,  and  others  chole  to  let  up  a  leparate 
Government  of  their  own.  But  each  of  thefe,  in 
order  to  engage  the  Favour  and  Protedion  of  their 
Parent  Country,  entered  into  the  moll  folemn 
Engagements  of  Obedience  to  the  King,  and  to 
the  Laws  of  this  Realm. 

C  *  4 '  i  '  .  •  .  ?  . 

Two  of  thefe  AJTociations  in  the  South  and 
North  Part  of  Pifcataqua,  will  give  a  fufficient  Idea 
of  all  the  reft. 

Thefe  Townfhips  and  fmall  Communities  were 
afterwards  joined  to  the  Maffachufetts :  But  the 
Nature  or  their  AfTociation  is  the  more  worthy  of 
our  Attention,  becaufe  the  whole  Colony  of  Qon- 
cl nc fit,  till  die  Year  i66^.v  flood  upon  no  better 
a  Foundation. 

8  1  .  V  i  ♦  . 

Thole  who  fettled  on  the  North  Side  of  the 
great  Bay  of  P  if  cat  aqua ,  afibciated  themfelves  un¬ 
der  the  following  Engagement.  • 


Whereas 


ct  Whereas  fundry  Mifehiefs  and  Inconvenien- 
“  cies  have  befallen  us,  and  more  and  greater 
“  may,  in  regard  of  want  of  civil  Government, 
“  his  gracious  Majefty  having  fettled  no  Order 
44  for  us  to  our  Knowledge,  we  whofe  Names  are 
44  under  written,  being  Inhabitants  upon  the  River 
44  P  if  cat  aqua ,  have  voluntarily  agreed  to  combine 
44  ourfelves  into  a  Body  politic,  that  we  may  the 
4<  more  comfortably  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  his  Ma- 
44  jelly’s  Laws,  and  do  hereby  adlually  engage 
44  ourfelves  to  fubmit  to  his  Royal  Majefty’s  Laws, 
44  together  with  all  fuch  Laws  as  fhall  be  con- 
44  eluded  by  a  major  Part  of  the  Freemen  of  our 
44  Society,  in  cafe  they  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
*4  Laws  of  England ,  and  adminiftred  in  Behalf  of 
44  his  Majefty.  And  this  we  have  mutually  pro- 
44  mifed  and  engaged  to  do,  and  fo  to  continue 
46  till  his  excellent  Majefty  fhall  give  other  Orders 
<c  concerning  us.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have 
“  hereunto  fet  our  Hands  QHober  22,  in  the  16th 
“  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
41  Charles ,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Great- 
<c  Britain ,  France ,  and  Ireland ,  Defender  of  the 
44  Faith, 

r  , 

Signed  by. Thomas  Larkham, 
and  forty  others. 


Thofc 
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Thofe  to  the  Southward  built  the  Town  of 
Exeter ,  and  affociated  thetnfelveS  in  the  Manner 
following : 

tc  Whereas  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  move 
the  Heart  of  our  dread  Sovereign  Charles ,  &c. 
ci  to  grant  Licence  and  Liberty  to  fundry  of  his 
u  Subjedts,  to  plant  themfelves  in  the  Weftern 
“  Parts  of  America :  We  his  loyal  Subjects,  Mem- 
66  bers  of  the  Church  of  Exeter ,  fituate  and  lying 
tc  upon  the  River  Pifcataqua ,  with  other  Inhabi- 
tants  there,  confidering  with  ourfelves  the  holy 
“  Will  of  God  and  our  own  Neceftity,  that  we 
cc  ftiould  not  live  without  wholfome  Laws  and 
««  civil  Government  amongfl  Us,  of  which  we  are 
altogether  deftitute,  do  in  the  Name  of  Chriji , 
ct  and  in  the  Sight  of  God,  combine  ourfelves  to- 
“  gether,  to  eredt  and  fet  up  among  us  fuch  Go- 
vernment  as  (hall  be  to  our  beft  difcerning, 
<l  agreeable  to  the  Will  of  God,  profeffing  our- 
6 6  felves  fubjedl  to  oiir  Lord  King  Charles ,  ac- 
“  cording  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Englijh  Colony  of 
“  the  Majfachufetts ,  and  binding  ourfelves  folemn- 
«  ly,  by  the  Grace  and  Help  of  Chrijly  arid  in 
his  Name  and  Fear,  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to  all 
“  fuch  Chriftian  Laws  as  are  eftablilhed  in  the 
Realm  of  England ,  to  our  beft  Knowledge,  and 
“  to  all  ocher  fuch  Laws,  which  (hall  upon  good 

“  Grounds 
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<c  Grounds  be  made  and  enacled  among  us,  ao 
cording  to  God,  that  we  may  live  quietly  and 
“  peaceably  together  in  all  Godlinels  and  Honefty. 
“  Qftober  24,  1639.  r 

Signed  by  John  Wheelwright, 
and  thirty- fix  others. 

Such  was  the  original  Conflitution,  and  firfl 
Settlements  of  thefe  Men,  who  are  now  diflurbing 
the  Manes  of  their  pious  Anceftors,  and  adjuring 
each  other  by  the  Memory  of  their  Sufferings,  to 
combine  together  againft  that  Authority,  under 
which  their  Forefathers  took  their  firfl  Eftablifh- 
ment.  Little  did  thofe  good  Men  think,  that 
their  Defendants  would  ever  arrive  at  luch  a  Pitch 
of  Impiety,  as  to  call  on  them  to  be  Witneffes  to 
their  feditious  Town-meetings,  their  fetting  up 
their  Trees  of  Liberty,  and  their  open  Pretenfions 
of  Independency  on  the  Britijh  Government,  to 
which  thefe  their  Forefathers  had  thus  folemnly 
plighted  their  Allegiance. 


4.  ^  * 


The  Year  1640  put  a  full  Period  to  the  Emi¬ 
gration.  In  the  twenty  preceding  Years  about 
21,200  Perfons  had  fled  from  the  Oppreffions  of 
the  Hierarchy,  making  about  4000  Families.  The 
opening  of  the  Parliament  effectually  removed  this 
Grievance  ;  and  the  Recovery  of  religious  Liber¬ 
ty  at  Home,  put  an  End  to  the  Defire  of  feeking 
it  Abroad.  From  this  Year  all  their  Accounts 
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agree, 
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agree,  that  as  many  People  have  returned  from 
New  nnglana  hither,  as  have  gone  from  hence  to 
New  England.  And  the  whole  Increafe  of  the 
Coiony  has  nrifen,  not  from  any  AccdTion  of 
People  from  hence,  but  from  the  natural  Courfe 
of  Population  in  a  plentiful  Country,  and  a  lax 
Settlement,  where  every  one  eaftly  obtained  as 
mucn  Land  as  he  could  employ,  tlere  theretore 
properly  ends  the  Hiftory  of  their  Colonization, 
and  the  Merit  of  their  forming  a  new  Settlement. 


Whatever  Privileges  therefore  can  now  be 
claimed  as  original  Charter  Rights,  or  Motives  of 
their  firft  Settlement,  or  Covenants  of  Coloniza¬ 
tion,  as  they  now  call  them,  ought  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  from  Grants  or  Charters  prior  to  this  Pe¬ 
riod.  For  fince  that  no  new  Settlements  were 
made,  and  all  the  after  Enlargements  were  only 
Continuations  of  the  old.  What  thefe  Privileges 
are -more  than  a  Right  to  the  Soil,  to  Corporation 
Government,  to  Liberty  of  Confcience  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  a  Right  to  be  received  as  natural-born 
Subjects,  when  they  return  to  England,  will  not 
perhaps  be  eafily  Ihewn, 

•  1  'A 

That  I  may  not  however  be  thought  to  omit 
any  thing,  which  may  contribute  to  the  Reader’s 
Information,  it  is  proper  ro  fet  before  him  the 
following  Rdoludon  of  Council. 
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At' tlx  Court  at  Whitehall,  January  19,  16321 

Sigillum  Crescent, 

Lord  Privy  Seal,  Mr.  Frevers, 

Earl  of  Dorfet,  Mr.  Vice  Chamberlain* 

Lord  Vifcount  Falkland ,  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke* 

Lord  Bifhop  of  London,  Mr.  Secretary  Windebanh 
Lord  Cottington , 

•  \ 

“  Whereas  his  Majefty  hath  lately  been  in- 
formed  of  great  Diffraction  and  much  Diforder 
“  in  the  Plantations  in  the  Parts  of  America  called 
“  New  England ,  which,  if  they  be  true,  and  fuf- 
<e  fered  to  run  on,  would  tend  to  the  Difhonour 
“  of  the  Kingdom,  and  utter  Ruin  of  that  Plan- 
“  tation  •,  for  Prevention  whereof,  and  for  the  or- 
«  derly  fettling  Government,  according  to  the  In- 
“  tention  of  thole  Patents,  which  have  been  grant- 

4  .  *  • 

tc  ed  by  his  Majefty,  and  from  his  late  Royal 
<c  Father  King  James  *,  it  hath  pleafed  his  Majefty, 
“  that  the  Lords  and  others  of  his  moft;  honoured 
“  Privy  Council,  fhould  take  the  fame  into  Con- 
“  fideration.  Their  Lordfhips,  in  the  firft  Place* 
<c  thought  fit  to  make  a  Committee  of  this  Board, 
“  to  take  Examination  of  the  Matters  informed  ; 
“  which  Committee  having;  called  divers  of  the 
“  principal  Adventurers  in  that  Plantation,  and 
“  heard  thofe  that  arc  Complainants  againft  them, 
“  moft  of  the  Things  informed  being  denied,  and 

G  re  fling 
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•  refting  to  be  proved  by  P*rti*i,  that  muft  be 
■  called  from  that  Place,  which  required  a  lbng 
Expence  of  Time ;  and  their  Lordfhips  finding, 
they  were  upon  Difpatch  of  Men,  Vi&uals,  and 
Merchandize  for  that  Place,  all  which  would 
be  at  a  Stand,  if  the  Adventurers  Ihould  have 
Difcouragement,  or  take  Sufpicion  that  the 
State  here  had  no  good  Opinion  of  that  Plan¬ 
tation  ;  their  Lordfhips  not  laying  the  Faults 
or  Fancies  (if  any  be)  of  fome  particular  Men 
upon  the  general  Government,  or  principal 
Adventurers,  which  in  due  Time  is  further  to 
be  enquired  into,  have  thought  fit  in  the  mean 
Time  to  declare,  that  the  Appearances  were  fo 
fair,  and  Hopes  fo  great,  that  the  Country 
would  prove  both  beneficial  to  this  Kingdom, 
and  profitable  to  the  Particulars,  as  that  the 
Adventurers  had  Caufe  to  go  on  chearfully  with 
their  Undertakings,  and  reft  allured,  if  Things 
were  carried,  as  was  pretended,  when  the  Pa¬ 
tents  were  granted  ;  and  accordingly,  as  by  the 
Patents  it  is  appointed,  his  Majefty  would  not 
only  maintain  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  here¬ 
tofore  granted,  but  fupply  any  thing  farther 
that  might  tend  to  the  good  Government, 
Profperity,  and  Comfort  of  his  People  there, 
of  that  Place,  &V.” 

William  Trumball, 

This 
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This  Refolution  of  Council  has  often  been  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  another  Royal  Confirmation  of  their 
Claims.  But  whatever  might  have  been  thought 
about  a  Charter  under  the  Great  Seal,  it  could 
not  even  in  thofc  Days  have  been  imagined,  that 
an  Order  of  Council  can  be  of  Force  againft  an 
Aft  of  Parliament.  Should  it  drill  be  laid,  that 
though  not  of  equal  Force  with  a  Charter,  yet  it 
was  a  Proof  of  the  King’s  good  Will  to  them, 
and  an  Encouragement  to  go  on  with  the  Settle¬ 
ment.  Doubtlefs  it  was  fo  ;  and  it  was  a  Caution 
to  them  alfo,  that  they  fhould  flriftly  adhere  to 
their  Charter,  from  which  two  Years  after  they 
neverthelefs  made  a  capital  Departure,  by  the  fend¬ 
ing  Deputies  inftead  of  coming  themfelves,  to 
their  General  Court.  TE-  Conditionality  there¬ 
fore  of  this  Declaration  of  Council,  and  the  drift 
Limitation  of  it  to  their  acting  according  to  their 
Charter,  will  not  allow  it,  I  fear,  to  add  much 
to  the  Strength  of  their  former  Grants.  And  the 
variable  and  uncertain  Conduft,  which  Charles  the 
Fir  ft  held  towards  them,  leaves  but  little  Ground 
for  the  Colony  to  value  themfelves  upon  any  of 
his  Royal  Encouragements. 


V 


This  Order  of  Council  refers  itfclf  to  a  future 
Enquiry  ;  and  the  next  Year  produced  another, 
/CXprefiing  very  different  Sentiments. 
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c<  Whereas  the  Board  is  given  to  underftand  of 
(C  the  frequent  Tranfportation  of  great  Numbers 
cc  of  his  Majefty’s  Subjects  out  of  this  Kingdom 
fit  to  the  Plantation  of  New  England ,  among 
“  whom  divers  Perfons,  known  to  be  ill-affe&ed, 
“  difcontented  not  only  with  civil,  but  ecclefi^ 
«  aftical  Government  here,  are  obferved  to  refort 
tc  thither;  whereby  fuch  Confufion  and  Diftrac- 
“  tion  is  already  grown  there,  efpecially  in  Point 
“  of  Religion,  as  befide  the  Ruin  of  the  faid 
cc  Plantation,  cannot  but  highly  tend  to  the  Scan¬ 
ia  dal  both  of  Church  and  State  here  ;  And 
“  whereas  it  was  informed  in  particular,  that  there 
are  at  this  prefent  divers  Ships  in  the  River  of 
“  Thames  ready  to  fet  fail  thither,  freighted  with 
“  Paffengers  and  Provifions  ;  it  is  thought  fit  and 
“  ordered,  that  Stay  fhould  be  forthwith  made 
of  the  faid  Ships,  until  further  Order  from  this 
«  Board.  And  the  feveral  Mailers  and  Freighters 
“  of  the  fame  fhould  attend  the  Board  on  Wed- 
u  nefday  next  in  the  Afternoon,  with  a  Lift  of 
“  the  Paffengers  and  Provifions  in  each  Ship. 
And  that  Mr.  Cradock 9  a  chief  Adventurer  in 
that  Plantation,  now  prefent  before  the  Board, 
fhould  be  required  to  caufe  the  Letters  Patent 
v  for  the  faid  Plantation  to  be  brought  to  this 

h  J5oard.” 

And 
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And  although,  as  their  Hiftorian  Hubbard  re¬ 
lates  it,  at  a  “  fecond  Hearing  upon  a  Charge 
u  brought  againft  them  before  the  Council,  it 
“  pleafed  God  fo  to  work  with  the  Lords  of  the 
“  Council, and  afterwards  with  theKing’sMajefty, 

“  that  the  King  faid,  That  he  would  have  luch 
<c  ieverely  pumAied  as  fhould  abufe  lus  Governor 
and  the  Plantation,  and  difmiffed  them  with  a 
“  favourable  Order  for  their  Encouragement; 
u  being  affured  from  fome  of  the  Council,  that 
“  his  Majefty  did  not  intend  to  impole  the  Ceie- 
cc  monies  of  the  Church  of  England  upon  them  ; 

“  for  that  it  was  confidered,  that  it  was  for  the 
K  Sake  of  Freedom  from  thofe  1  hings  that  Peo- 
“  pie  went  over  thither Yet  thefe  rnufl  have 
been  good  Words  of  a  very  fliort  Continuance  -, 
for  foon  after  he  conceived  a  very  different  Opinion 

of  them. 

The  very  next  Year  after  they  had  chofen  their 
Deputies,  a  Commiffion  was  iffued  to  leveral  of 
the  Nobility  and  great  Officers  of  State,  for  the 
Regulation  of  the  Colonies.  And  a  £hw  Warranto 
was  brought  by  Sir  John  Banks  the  Attorney-Ge¬ 
neral  againff  the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor, 
and  A fliftants  of  the  Corporation  of  Majfachufetts , 
and  Judgment  given,  that  the  Liberties  and  bran- 
chifes  fhould  be  feized  into  the  King’s  Hand.  In 
confequence  of  this,  an  Order  was  made  out  by  the 

Clerk  of  the  Council  for  the  Surrendry  of  the 

Charter  : 
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Charter  :  And  they  were  commanded  to  fend  it 
back  to  England  by  the  next  Snip.  But  the  Judg¬ 
ment  not  having  been  entered,  this  occafioned  a 
Delay :  And  foon  after  the  Rifmgs  in  Scotland, 
and  the  Meeting  of  the  Englijh  Parliament  found 
the  King  far  other  Epiploy. 

The  Petition  which  they  prefented  upon  that 
Occafion  fpeaks  a  Language  very  different  from 
that  of  their  Defceqdants. 

4  '  *  \  (  '  ♦ 

Copy  of  the  General  Court's  Addrefs ,  the  6th  of 

September,  1638. 

k  i  #  i 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commifli- 
pners  for  foreign  Plantations. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Maffachufetts  in  New  England,  of  the  General 
Court  there  aflembled  the  6th  Day  of  September, 
in  the  14th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign 
Lord  King  Charles, 

“  Whereas  it  hath  pleafed  your  Lfirdfhips,  by 
“  Order  of  the  4th  of  April  la  ft,  to  require  our 
11  Patent  to  be  lent  unto  you,  we  do  hereby  hum- 
“  bly  and  fincerely  profefs,  that  we  are  ready  to 
“  yield  all  due  Obedience  to  our  Sovereign  Lord 
“  the  King’s  Majefty,  and  to  your  Lordlhips  un- 
“  der  him,  and  in  this  Mind  we  left  our  native 

“  Country, 
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M  Country,  and  according  thereunto  hath  been 
44  our  Practice  ever  fince ;  fo  as  we  are  much 

grieved,  that  your  Lordfhips  fhould  call  in  our 
44  Patent,  there  being  no  Caufe  known  to  us,  nor 
41  any  Delinquency  or  Fault  of  ours  exprefled  in 
44  the  Order  fent  to  us  for  that  Purpofe,  our  Go* 
44  vernment  being  according  to  his  Majefty’s  Grant, 
44  and  we  not  anfwerable  for  any  DefeCts  in  our 
44  Plantations,  &c. 

44  This  is  that  which  hisMajefty’s  Subjects  here 
4#  dd  believe  and  profefs,  and  thereupon  we  are  all 
44  humble  Suitors  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  you 
4i  will  be  pleafed  to  take  into  further  Confidera- 
€i  tion  our  Condition,  and  to  afford  us  the  Liberty 
44  of  Subjects,  that  we  may  know  what  is  laid  to 
44  our  Charge  and  have  Leave  and  Time  to  an- 
44  fwer  for  curfelves,  before  we  be  condemned  as 
44  a  People  unworthy  of  his  Majefty’s  Favour  or 
44  Protection  ;  as  for  the  Quo  JVarranto  mention - 
44  ed  in  the  fame  Order,  we  do  allure  your  Lord- 
44  fhips  we  were  never  called  to  anfwer  to  it,  and 
44  if  we  had,  we  doubt  not  but  we  have  a  fuffi- 
44  cient  Plea  to  put  in. 

44  It  is  not  unknown  to  your  Lordfhips,  that 
44  we  came  into  thefe  remote  Parts  with  his  Ma- 
44  jelly’s  Licence  and  Encouragement,  under  his 
44  great  Seal  of  England ,  and  in  the  Confidence 
44  we  had  of  that  AfTurance  we  have  tranfported 


our 
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w  dur  Families  and  Eftates,  and  here  we  have 
“  built  and  planted*  to  the  great  Enlargement 
<c  and  fecuring  of  his  Majefty’s  Dominions  in  thefe 
<c  Parts,  fo  as  if  our  Patent  fhould  now  be  taken 
44  from  us,  we  fhall  be  looked  on  as  Renegadoes 
44  and  outlawed,  and  fhall  be  enforced,  either  to 
44  remove  to  fome  other  Place,  or  to  return  into 
44  our  native  Country  again  •,  either  of  which  will 
44  put  us  to  infupportable  Extremities,  and  thefe 
44  Evils  (among  others)  will  necefiarily  follow  : 
44  (i.)  Many  thoufand  Souls  will  be  expofed  to 
44  Ruin,  being  laid  open  to  the  Injuries  of  all 
44  Men,  (2.)  If  we  be  forced  to  defert  this  Place, 
44  the  reft  of  the  Plantations  (being  too  weak  to 
44  fubfift  alone)  will,  for  the  moft  Part,  diffolve 
44  and  go  with  us,  and  then  will  this  whole  Coun- 
44  try  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  French  or  Dutch , 
44  who  would  fpeedily  embrace  fuch  an  Opportu- 
44  nity.  (3.)  If  we  fhould  lofe  all  our  Labour 
44  and  Cofts,  and  be  deprived  of  thofe  Liberties, 
44  which  his  Majefty  hath  granted  us,  and  nothing 
44  laid  to  our  Charge,  nor  any  Failing  to  be  found 
44  in  us  in  Point  of  Allegiance(which  all  our  Coun- 
44  trymen  do  take  Notice  of,  and  will  juftify  our 
44  Faithfulnefs  in  this  Behalf)  it  will  difcourage 
44  all  Men  hereafter  from  the  like  Undertakings, 
44  upon  Confidence  of  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Grant. 
44  Laftly,  if  our  Patent  be  taken  from  us,  (where * 
44  by  we  fuppofe  we  may  claim  Intereft  in  his 
44  Majefty’s  Favour  and  Protection)  the  common 

44  People 
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«  People  here  will  conceive  that  his  Majefty  hath 
caft  them  off,  and  that,  hereby,  they  are  freed 
<c  from  their  Allegiance  and  Subjection,  and, 
cc  thereupon,  will  be  ready  to  confederate  them- 
“  felves  under  a  new  Government,  for  their  ne~ 
“  ceffary  Safety  and  Subfiftence,  which  will  be 
“  of  dangerous  Example  to  other  Plantations, 
“  and  perilous  to  ourfelves  of  incurring  his  Ma- 
“  jefty’s  Difpleafure,  which  we  would  by  all 
“  Means  avoid. 

“  Upon  thefe  Confiderations  we  are  bold  to 
“  renew  our  humble  Supplications  to  your  Lord- 
“  (hips,  that  we  may  be  fuffered  to  live  here  in 
“  this  Wildernefs,  and  that  this  poor  Plantation, 
<c  which  hath  found  more  Favour  from  God  than 
u  many  others,  may  not  find  lefs  Favour  from 
<c  your  Lordfhips ;  that  our  Liberties  fhould  be 
“  reftrained,  when  others  are  enlarged  ;  that  the 
“  Door  fliould  be  kept  fhut  unto  us,  while  it 
<c  (lands  open  to  all  other  Plantations  ;  that  Men 
“  of  Ability  fliould  be  debarred  from  us,  while 
“  they  have  Encouragement  to  other  Colonies. 

<c  We  dare  not  queflion  your  Lordlhips  Pro- 
l(  ceedings ;  we  only  defire  to  open  our  Griefs 
4<  where  the  Remedy  is  to  be  expefted  :  If  in  any 
il  thing  we  have  offended  his  Majefty  and  your 
“  Lordfhips,  we  humbly  proflrate  ourfelves  at 
u  the  Footftool  of  fupreme  Authority  ;  let  us  be 

H  “  made 
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u  made  the  Object  of  his  Majefty’s  Clemency, 
and  not  cut  off,  in  our  firft  Appeal,  from  all 
“  Hope  of  Favour.  Thus,  with  our  earneft 
Prayers  to  the  King  of  Kings  for  long  Life  and 
“  Profperity  to  his  Sacred  Majefty  and  his  Royal 
<c  Family,  and  for  all  Plonour  and  Welfare  to 
your  Lordfhips,  we  humbly  take  Leave.” 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  juftify  thefe  Severities 
ufed  towards  them,  or  the  Quo  JVarrantos  iffued 
againft  their  Charter  by  both  the  Charles's  \  but  it 
is  impoffible  to  avoid  remarking  the  Preemption 
of  their  Writers,  who  boaft  of  Favour, 

The  Parliament  in  the  Year  1642  took  their 
Part,  and  paffed  an  Order  in  their  Favour.  But 
the  Style  of  it  fhews,  that  how  well  foever  they 
might  be  affe&ed  towards  them,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  well  knew  their  own  Authority.  This 
Order  runs  thus : 

Veneris ,  1  o  March  1642. 

cc  Whereas  the  Plantations  in  Nezv  England 
t4  have,  by  the  Bleffing  of  the  Almighty,  had 
*6  good  and  profperous  Succefs,  without  any  pub- 
cc  lie  Charge  to  this  State,  and  are  now  likely  to 
“  prove  very  happy  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
*c  Gofpel  in  thofe  Parts,  and  very  beneficial  and 
6C  commodious  to  this  Kingdom  and  Nation. 
41  The  Commons  now  affembled  in  Parliament 

“  do. 
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do,  for  the  better  Advancement  of  thofe  Plan¬ 
tations,  and  the  Encouragement  of  the  Plan¬ 
ters  to  proceed  in  their  Undertaking,  ordain 
that  all  merchandizing  Goods,  that  by  any  Per- 
fon  or  Perfons  whatfoever,  Merchants  or  others, 
fhall  be  exported  out  of  this  Kingdom  of  Eng¬ 
land  into  New  England  to  be  fpent,  ufed,  or 
employed  there,  or  being  of  the  Growth  of 
that  Country,  fhall  be  from  thence  imported 
hither,  or  (hall  be  laden  or  put  on  board  any 
Ship  or  Vefiel  for  Necefiaries  in  palling  to  and 
fro,  and  all  and  every  the  Owner  or  Owners 
thereof,  fhall  be  free  and  difcharged  of  and 
from  paying  and  yielding  any  Curtcm,  Sub- 
fidy,  Taxation,  or  other  Duty  for  the  fame, 
either  inward  or  outward,  either  in  this  King¬ 
dom  or  New  England ,  or  in  any  Port,  Haven, 
Creek,  or  other  Place  whatfoever,  until  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ft  all  take  further  Order  therein 
to  the  contrary .  And  all  and  fingular  Cuftomers, 
Farmers,  and  Collectors  of  Cuftoms,  Subfidies, 
and  Imports,  and  other  Officers,  Minifters, 
and  Subjects  whatfoever,  are  hereby  required 
and  injoined,  that  they  and  every  of  them, 
upon  the  fhewing  forth  unto  them  this  Order, 
or  a  true  Copy  thereof,  under  the  Hand  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  without  any 
other  Writ  or  Warrant  whatloever,  do  make 
full,  whole  and  entire,  and  due  Allowance  and 
clear  Difcharge  unto  the  faid  Owners  of  the 

H  2  “  faid 
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c<  faid  Goods  and  Merchandize,  their  Fadors* 

Servants,  and  Agents,  according  to  the  Tenor 
(C  and  true  Meaning  of  this  Order.” 

H.  Elssing,  Cler.  Pari.  D.  Com.” 

The  firfh  Man,  who  feems  to  have  had  a  juft 
Notion  of  the  Nature  and  Ufe  of  Colonies,  was 
Cromwell.  In  their  Infancy  they  had  fcarcely  been 
an  Objedt  of  Legiflation.  And  till  his  Time 
they  had  been  fuffered  to  trade  as  they  could,  and 
wherefoever  they  pleafed.  But  he  pafted  an  Ordi¬ 
nance  of  Parliament,  prohibiting  the  Plantations 
from  receiving  or  exporting  any  European  Com¬ 
modities,  except  in  Englijh  built  Ships,  navigated 
by  Englijhmen\  and  forbidding  all  Correfpondence 
with  any  Nation  or  Colony  not  fubjedt  to  England ; 
and  allowing  no  Alien  to  fet  up  a  Fadlory,  or  to 
carry  on  Trade  in  the  Plantations.  And  this 
Idea  was  afterwards  improved  and  enlarged  in  the 
feveral  Adis  of  Navigation  under  Charles  II. 

Soon  after  the  Reftoration  the  Colony  again  re¬ 
ceived  Notice  of  Complaints,  with  an  Order  for 

j  i 

the  King  to  fend  over  proper  Perfons  to  make  An- 
fwer  to  them.  The  general  Court  being  called, 
appointed  two  Agents,  and  fent  them  with  an 
Addrefs  of  Congratulation  on  his  Majefty’s  Ac- 
ceftion.  This  Addrefs,  as  Mr.  Neal  relates  it,  af¬ 
ter  Expreflions  of  their  Loyalty,  goes  on  to  im¬ 
plore  his  Majefty’s  Protedionof  them  in  the  free 

Exer- 
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Exercife  of  their  Religion.  “  We  fupplicate  your 
«t  Majefty  (fay  they,  in  a  Stile  very  different  from 
“  their  modern  Compofitions)  for  your  gracious 
“  Protedion  of  us  in  the  Continuance  both  of  our 
“  civil  and  religious  Liberties,  according  to  the 
<c  Grantees  known  End  of  fuing  for  the  Patent 
**  conferred  upon  this  Plantation  by  youi  Rojal 
“  Father.  Our  Liberty  to  walk  in  the  Way  of 
«  the  Gofpel,  with  all  good  Confcience,  accord- 
4C  ing  to  the  Order  of  the  Gofpel,  was  the  Caufe 
‘c  of  our  tranfporting  ourfelves  with  our  \\  ives, 
our  little  ones,  and  our  Subftance,  from  that 
41  pleafant  Land,  over  the  Atlantic  Ocean  into  the 
“  vaft  Wildernefs,  choofing  rather  the  pure  Scrip- 
41  ture  Worfhip  with  a  good  Confcience  in  this 
44  remote  Wildernefs,  than  the  Pleafures  of 
44  land ,  with  Submifnon  to  the  Impofitions  of  the 
44  then  fo  difpofed,  and  fo  far  prevailingHierarchy, 
4C  which  we  could  not  do  without  an  evil  Con¬ 
te  feience. — We  are  not  feditious,  as  to  thelntereft 
c;  of  C<efar^  nor  fchifmatical,  as  to  Matters  ot 
<c  Religion. — We  diftinguifh  between  Churches 
44  and  their  Impurities. — We  could  not  live  with- 
44  out  the  public  Worfhip  of  God,  nor  be  per- 
4C  mitted  the  public  Worfhip,  without  fuch  a 
44  Yoke  of  Subfcription  and  Conformity,  as  we 
«  could  not  confent  unto  without  Sin.  i  hat  we 
44  mi  ght  therefore  enjoy  Divine  Worfhip  without 
44  human  Mixtures,  without  Offence  to  God, 
*4  Man,  and  our  own  Confciences,  We  with  Leave, 

44  but 
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‘  *  but  not  withoutTears,  departed  from  our  Country, 
“  Kindred,  and  Fathers  Houles  into  this  Patmos .” 

Neal,  Vol.  I.  p,  350. 

The  Agents  returned  with  the  King’s  Anfwer 
under  various  Heads :  And  in  one  Part  of  it,  af¬ 
ter  accepting  the  ProfeOions  of  their  Loyalty,  the 
King  exprefsly  declares  :  “  We  will  preferve,’  and 
“  do  hereby  confirm  the  Patent  and  Charter  here- 
“  tofore  granted  unto  them  by  our  Royal  Father 
“  of  blefied  Memory  ;  and  they  fiiall  fully  enjoy 
“  all  the  Privileges  and  Liberties  grantedto  them 
“  in  and  by  the  fame-,  and  we  will  be  ready  to 
“  renew  the  fame  Charter  to  them  under  our  great 
“  Seal  of  England ,  whenfoever  they  lhall  de- 
“  fire  it.” 

This  is  the  Letter,  which  they  fo  often  boaft  of, 
as  a  Royal  Confirmation  of  their  Charter ;  and 
fuchitdoubtlefs  is.  But  they  fay  nothing  of  the  other 
Parts  of  the  Letter,  requiring  among  many  other 
Things  a  Revifion  of  all  their  Laws,  and  a  Repeal 
of  every  Thing  derogatory  to  the  King’s  Autho¬ 
rity ;  the  Allowance  of  the  Ufe  of  the  Common 
Prayer ;  and  the  Permiffion  of  Perfons  of  all  Per- 
fuafions  to  vote  at  their  Ele&ions. 

P 

t 

Some  of  thefe  royal  Requifitions  they  evaded, 
and  others  they  never  complied  with,  and  thereby 
loft  the  Benefit  of  this  Grace,  and  incurred  the 

Kina’s 
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King’s  Difpleafure,  under  which  they  differed  during 
the  whole  Courfe  of  this  Reign. 

In  confequence  of  this  Difobedience,  the  King 
in  the  Year  1664  iffueda  fpecial  Commiflion  under 
the  great  Seal,  impowering  Colonel  Nichols  and 
three  other  Perfons  there  named  to  go  over,  and 
enquire  into  the  State  of  the  Colony  j  “  and  to  hear 
“  and  determine  all  Complaints  and  Appeals  in  all 
“  Caufes  and  Matters,  military,  criminal,  and  civil, 
“  according  to  their  good  and  found  Difcretion,  and 
“  to  fuch  InftruCtions  as  they  have  or  fhall  receive.” 

Upon  the  Return  and  Report  of  thefe  Com- 
miffioners,  a  Variety  of  Suits  and  Complaints  were 
inftituted  againft  them,  till  at  length  they  ended 
in  the  Condemnation  of  their  Charter,  and  the  total 
Diffolution  of  their  Government  in  the  Year  1684. 

King  Charles  the  Second  lived  to  finifli  the  Dif¬ 
folution  of  the  Government  under  the  old  Charter, 
and  King  James  lucceeded  to  the  Exercife  of  his 
Defpotifm  over  the  Province  to  his  full  Extent. 
Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  fent  to  be  their  Governor ; 
who  fuffered  them  to  elect  no  Affembly  or  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  to  have  no  other  Government  than  what 
confifted  with  his  arbitrary  Will.  He  himfelf 
made  Laws,  raifed  Troops,  levied  Taxes,  and 
direfted  all  Things,  with  the  Afliftance  only  of  a 
Council  of  his  own  Creatures,  whom  he  made  the 

Inftru- 
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I  „  „  w  -  , 

Internments  of  his  Tyranny,  and  the  Harpies  of 
his  Avarice. 

“N  ,  I 

To  fatisfy  both  thefe,  and  bring  the  Province 
into  a  State  of  abfolute  Subjection,  the  People 
were  told,  that  their  Charter  being  diffolved,  their 
Titles  to  their  Lands  were  forfeited  with  it,  or  in 
the  brutal  Phrafe  of  the  Time,  That  the  Calf  died 
in  the  Cow’s  Belly.  Under  this  Pretence  all  Per- 
fons  were  called  upon  to  take  out  new  Patents  for 
their  Lands,  fubjeCt  to  fuch  Fines  as  fhould  be 
impofed  ;  and  Writs  of  Intrufion  were  brought 
againft  thofe  who  refufed,  to  difpoffefs  them  of 
their  E dates. 

Befides  this  general  Exception  to  all  Titles,  that 
they  were  derived  from  a  Grantor,  which,  now 
the  Charter  was  gone,  had  no  Title  :  The  Cafe  of 
Towns  was  yet  worfe  ;  for  they  were  declared  to 
be  not  capable  of  taking  any  Eftates. 

The  Town  of  Ipfwich  remonftrated  againft  the 
payingTaxes,  levied  by  the  Governor’s  foie  Autho¬ 
rity  without  the  Con  fen  t  of  an  AfTembly,  or  of  Par¬ 
liament.  And  the  Selectmen  voted,  “  That  inaf- 
^  much  as  it  is  againft  the  Privileges  of  Englijh 
Subjects  to  have  Money  railed,  without  their 
“  own  Confent  in  an  AfTembly,  or  Parliament ; 
“  therefore  they  will  petition  the  King  for  Li- 
berty  of  an  Affembly,  before  they  make  any 

“  Rates 
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«  Rates.”  For  this  two  of  them  were  imprifoned, 
and  the  reft  were  fined  20,  and  30,  and  50  /.  a 

Man. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Town  o {  CivnLriagc,  in 
which  was  their  College,  and  which  therefore  may 
be  fuppofed  to  have  known  their  Confutation, 
ihews  the  abjeft  State  of  Defpondency,  to  which 
they  were  reduced.  The  more  to  move  Cornpaf- 
fion,  they  fet  their  two  oldelt  Inhabitants  at  their 
Head,  and  petitioned  in  the  following  Manner : 

To  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  Petition  and  Addrefs  of  John  Gihfon,  aged 
about  87,  and  George  Willow ,  aged  86  Years, 
as  alfo  on  Behalf  of  their  Neighbours,  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  Cambridge  in  New  England ,  in  moft 
humble  wile  fheweth, 

<c  That  your  Majefty’s  good  Subjefts,  wit.i 
<1  much  hard  Labour  and  great  Difburfements, 
«  have  fubdued  a  Wildernefs,  built  our  Houles, 
tc  and  planted  Orchards ;  being  encouraged  by 
«  our  indubitable  Right  to  the  Soil,  by  the  Royal 
<c  Charter  granted  under  the  full  Planters,  toge- 
«l  ther  with  our  Brit  Purchafe  of  the  Natives  •,  as 
alfo  by  fundry  Letters  and  Declarations  lent  to 
the  late  Governor  and  Company  from  his  late 

*i  Majerty  your  Royal  Brother,  alluring  Us  of 

T  “  the 
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“  the  full  Enjoyment  of  our  Properties  and  Pof- 
feflions,  as  is  more  efpecially  contained  in  the 
Declaration  fent,  when  the  Quo  IVarranto  was 
“  ifiued  out  againft  our  Charter.  But  we  are  ne- 
“  ceftitated  to  make  this  our  Moan  and  Com- 
plaint  to  your  Excellent  Majefty •,  for  that  our 
“  Title  is  now  queftioned  to  our  Lands,  by  us 
“  quietly  poflefled  for  near  fixty  Years,  and  with- 
“  out  which  we  cannot  fubfift.  Our  humble  Ad- 
<c  drefs  to  our  Governor,  Sir  Edmund  Andros , 
“  fhewing  our  juft  Title,  long  and  peaceable  Pof- 
“  feftion,  together  with  our  Claim  of  the  Benefit 
“  of  your  Majefty’s  Letters  and  Declarations,  af- 
“  Turing  all  your  good  Subjects  that  they  fhall  not 
“be  molefted  in  their  Properties  and  Pofleftions, 
“  not  availing. 

“  Royal  Sir,  We  are  a  poor  People,  and  have 
“  no  Way  to  procure  Money  to  defend  our  Caufe 
“  in  the  Law,  nor  know  we  of  Friends  at  Court  \ 
“  and  therefore  unto  your  Royal  Majefty,  as  the 
“  Public  Father  of  all  your  Subjects,  do  we  make 
“  this  our  Humble  Addrefs  for  Relief,  befeechino- 
s£  your  Majefty  graciouily  to  pafs  your  Royal  Aft 
4C  for  the  Confirmation  of  your  Majefty’s  Sub  j  efts 
ct  here  in  our  Pofleftions,  to  Us  derived  from 
<£  our  late  Governor  and  Company  of  this  your 
i£  Majefty’s  Colony.  We  now  humbly  caft  our- 
“  felves  and  the  diftrefled  Condition  of  our  Wives 
15  and  Children  at  your  Majefty’s  Feet,  and  con- 

“  dude 
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«  dude  with  that  Saying  of  Queen  Eftber.  If  we 
“  perifh ,  we  per ijh.” 

Such  was  the  arbitrary  Rule  of  James  II.  and 
this  is  the  Reign,  to  which  the  Faction  of  Bojlon 
have  compared  his  Majefty’s.  Y\  ith  this  fingulai 
Difference,  that  whereas  their  Anceftors  threw 
themfelves  at  the  Feet  of  King  James ,  they  trai- 
toroufly  exhort  their  People  to  Arms  againft  A6ls 
of  Parliament  paffed  by  his  Majefty. 


UPON  a  Review  of  this  Hiftory,  which  is 
all  extracted  from  Neal  and  Hutchinfon ,  the  Reader 
will  be  at  a  Lofs  to  think  what  can  be  the  Foun* 
dation  of  thofe  extenfive  Claims,  which  thefe 
Men  have  of  late  been  making  :  Nor  will  he  ea- 
fily  conceive  from  what  Part  of  their  Conftitution 
they  derive  the  lead  Pretence  of  Exemption  from 
the  Jurifdidtion  of  Parliament.  And  yet  if  there 
be  any  fuch  Exemption,  it  muff  certainly  be  found 
in  feme  of  their  Patents  or  Charters  antecedent  to 
the  Revolution.  Under  the  prerogative  Reigns  of 
a  Stuart  or  a  Tudor,  Grants  of  this  Sort  might  pof* 

,  fibly  have  paffed  :  But  from  that  happy  /Fra  of 
our  Liberties,  the  Power  of  the  Crown  has  been 
too  clearly  afeertained,  and  the  Authority  of  Par¬ 
liament  too  firmly  eftablifhed,  to  admit  ot  any 
Competition  between  them. 

I  2 


I  have 


King  William  could  not  grant  fuch  a  Charter  of 
Independence,  King  William  never  would  have 
done  it.  Kins;  William  never  did  do  it. 


This  threat  Reftorer  of  the  Liberties  of  Parlia- 
meat  too  well  knew  his  own  Powers,  to  warrant 
the  lead  Suppofition  of  this  Kind.  Could  a  par¬ 
liamentary  King  afiume  to  himfelf  a  Power  fupe- 
rior  to  the  Laws  which  made  him  ?  Could  King 
William ,  who  derived  the  Authority,  which  he  pof- 
fcfied  over  all  the  Englijh  Dominions,  only  from 
Parliament,  derive  from  thence  a  Power  of  making 
the  Subjects  of  any  Part  of  thofe  Dominions  in¬ 
dependent  on  Parliament  ? 


If  the  Crown  have  a  Power  to  grant  to  the 
Subjects  of  any  one  Part  of  the  Bntijh  Empire, 
an  Exemption  from  the  Authority  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  it  may  by  the  fame  Power  exempt 
any  other  Part,  and  conftquently  may  take  all 
the  Parts  from  out  of  its  Jurifdhflion.  The 

very 
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I  have  hitherto  faid  nothing,  therefore,  of  the 
Charter  of  King  William  \  becaufe,  though  that 
is  the  only  Charter  which  the  Province  of  Majfa- 
chuftfts  now'  has,  and  is  by  far  the  moft  advan¬ 
tageous  Charter  for  the  People  there,  which  they 
ever  had  ,  yet  they  thcmfelves  mult  know,  that 
that  can  be  no  Foundation  for  their  Claim. 
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very  Perfection  of  Tyranny  and  Difpotifm. 
Could  King  William  ever  have  thought  of  fuch  a 
Thing,  which  he  moil  certainly  did  not-,  yet 
what  Chancellor  could  have  been  found  haidy 
enough  to  have  fet  the  Seal  to  fuch  a  Charter. 
That°Minifter’s  Head  would  fit  very  loofely  upon 
his  Shoulders,  who  at  any  Time  fince  the  Revo¬ 
lution  fhould  advife  the  Crown  to  an  Attempt  to 
render  a  fingle  Subject  independent  of  Parliament ; 
and  much  more  who  fhould  dare  to  draw  a  Char¬ 
ter,  which  would  take  away  whole  Provinces  from 

its  Juriidiction. 

The  great  and  principal  Ground  of  King  Janies  s 
Forfeiture  and  Expulfion,  was  his  Attempting  to 
fufpend  the  Laws  of  Parliament,  with  refpeft  to 
the  papifts,  who  were  a  lmall  Part  only  of  his 
Subjects ;  is  it  pofTible  then  to  fuppefe,  that  Sit 
John  Somers,  Sir  George  Trehy ,  and  the  greatefl 
Lawyers  of  the  Age  immediately  after  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  could  have  prefumed  to  draw  up  and  pais 
a  Patent  under  the  great  Seal,  which  fhould  not 
merely  fufpend  for  a  Time,  but  abfolutely  Abolifh 
forever,  the  Power  of  A6ts  of  Parliament  over  a 
great  Part  of  Englijh  Empire. 

If  we  look  into  the  Hiflory  of  the  PafTing  of 

this  Charter,  every  Part  of  it  (hews,  that  no- 

thincr  could  be  farther  from  the  Thoughts  of  the 
°  King 


i'.J 
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Kmg  and  Council,  than  the  granting  of  any  fuch 
Exemption.  And  the  Account  of  thefe  Tranf- 
aftions  will  fully  illuftrate  every  Thing  which  has 
been  faid,  both  of  the  former  Charter  and  of  this. 

Upon  the  Acceffon  of  King  William ,  the  People 
at  Soft  on  feized  upon  tncir  Governor,  and  called  a 
Convention.  This  Alfembly  added  two  more  A- 
gents  to  the  two,  which  were  before  in  England,  and 
lent  them  over  with  In  ftruft  ions  “  to  folicit  the- 
“  Confirmation  of  their  ancient  Charter,  and  all 
“  its  Rights  and  Privileges;  and,  if  there  fhould 
“  be  Opportunity,  to  endeavour  the  obtaining 
cc  fuch  farther  Privileges,  as  might  be  of  Benefit 
ct  to  the  Colony. ” 

The  Houfeof  Commons  had  refolved,  that  the 
feifing  of  the  Charters  of  the  Corporations  and 
Colonies  in  King  Charles' s  Time  was  Illegal :  And 
a  Bill  had  been  brought  in  for  the  Renewal  of 
them,  though  it  did  not  pafs.  The  Agents  there¬ 
fore  hoped,  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  reaf- 
fume  their  Charter.  The  Colony  of  Comefticut , 
having  never  flood  a  Trial,  but  only  paffively 
fubmitted,  in  the  Year  1684,  and  having  had  no 
Judgment  entered  againft  their  Charter,  nor  any 
Surrendry  thereof  upon  Record,  aftually  did  re- 
afiume  theirs.  But  the  Cafe  of  Majjachufetts  was 
different,  they  having  flood  Tryal,  and  having 
had  Judgment  entered  againft  them.  The  fame 


great 
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oreat  Lawyers,  therefore.  Ward,  Somers ,  and  Trchy, 
who  found  that  Connecticut  might  refume  their 
former  Charter,  determined  that  MaJfachufetts 

f  *  *  *  % 

could  not. 

1 1 

The  King  refolved  therefore  to  grant  them  a 
new  Charter  •,  and  to  relerve  to  himlelf  the  naming 
of  a  Governor  and  fome  other  Officers  ;  and  di¬ 
rected  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  to  draw 
one.  The  firft  Draught  was  thought  too  loofe, 
and  was  rejected.  A  fecond  being  drawn  more 
agreeably  to  the  King’s  Inftrudions,  was  Ihewn 
to  the  Agents,  with  a  Liberty  given  them  to  offer 
any  Objections.  But  upon  Mr.  Mather' s  faying 
that  he  would  fooner  part  with  his  Life  than  con- 
fent  to  it,  they  were  told,  that  the  Confent  of  the 
Agents  was  not  defired  :  I  hat  the  Agents  from 
New  England  were  not  Plenipotentiaries  from  a 
Sovereign  State  :  And  that,  if  they  declared  they 
would  not  fubmit  to  the  King’s  Pfeafufe,  liis  Ma- 
jefty  would  fettle  the  Country,  and  they  might 
take  what  would  follow. 

Two  of  the  Agents  ftill  'infilled  on  their  old 
Charter,  to  which  the  Province  at  that  Time  was 
ftrongly  Attached,  tho’  with  very  little  Reafon. 
For  the  State  of  their  Cafe  having  been  referred 
to  Council,  the  Opinion  given  upon  it  was  as 
follows. 
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<c  That  a  bare  Reftitution  of  the  Charters,  and 
<c  efpecially  of  the  Maffachufetts ,  would  be  of  no 
“  Service  at  all  ;  as  appears  both  from  the  Char- 
<c  ters  itfelf  and  from  the  Pradtice  of  that  Colony* 
<e  who  have  hardly  purfued  the  Terms  thereof  in 
<c  any  one  Inftance.  As  to  the  Charter  itfelf,  that 

tc  Colony,  if  they  fhould  have  it,  would  want, 

✓ 

I.  “  A  Power  to  call  a  leledt  Affembly  j  for 
cc  there  many  thoufand  Freemen  have  an  equal 
<c  Right  to  fet  in  the  Afiembly. 

II.  “A  Power  to  lay  Taxes  and  raife  Money, 
<c  efpecially  on  Inhabitants  not  Freemen,  and 
“  Strangers  coming  to  trade  there. 

III.  “  They  have  no  Admiralty. 

IV.  <c  They  have  no  Power  to  keep  a  Prero- 
“  gative  Court,  to  prove  Wills,  See. 

V.  “  Nor  to  eredt  Courts  of  Judicature,  efpe* 

» 

dally  Chancery  Courts.” 

<• 

The  Reader  eafily  fees,  that  the  Charter  having 
been  originally  given  to  a  Company  refident  in 
England ,  all  thefe  Things  were  then  provided  for 
here  in  the  King’s  Courts. 

The  other  two  Agents,  Mr.  Mather  and  Sir 
William  AJhurft ,  drew  up  their  Objections  again  ft 
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the  Minutes*,  which  were  prefented  to  the  Attor¬ 
ney-General,  and  laid  before  the  Council  ;  and  a 
Copy  lent  to  the  King  in  blunders:  who  disapprov¬ 
ed  cf  the  Objections,  and  ordered  the  Charter  to 
be  drawn  up  according  to  the  Minutes.  It  was 
ftill  urged  on  the  Part  of  the  Province,  that  they 
thought  it  would  be  a  Angularly  hard  Cafe,  that 
the  Effects  of  the  late  Tyranny  fhould  be  felt  by 
them  alone,  of  all  their  Majefty’s  Subjects  :  all 
the  other  Charters* having  by  one  Means  or  other 
been  reftored.  But  to  this  it  was  anfwered,  That 
there  was  this  Difference  between  the  Cafe  of  the 
MaJJachufetts ,  and  moll  of  the  other  Charters.  In 
general,  there  was  no  Room  for  legal  Exception  to 
the  Powers  exercifed  by  the  Corporations  ;  but 
the  MaJJachufetts  Charter,  not  being  intended  when 
it  was  granted  for  fuch  Government,  as  is  necef- 
fary  to  be  exercifed  in  a  Colony  remote  from  its 
Mother  Country,  a  Reverfion  of  the  former  Judg 
ment  would  have  been  of  no  Service  :  *  And  Sir 
George  'Treby  declared  to  Mr.  Mather ,  Sir  John 
Somers ,  and  the  two  Lords  Chief  Juftices  being 
prefent,  and  afienting  to  it,  that  cc  if  the  Judg- 
ment  againft  the  Chatrer  fhould  be  reverfed,  and 
the  Government  fhould  exercife  thofe  Powers, 
which,  before  the  Quo  IVarranto ,  they  had  done, 
cc  a  new  Writ  would  iffue  out  againft  them  in 
tc  WeftminJler-halU  and  there  would  be  a  Judg- 
“  ment  againil  them,  and  fuch  an  one  as  there 
€t  would  be  no  Room  for  a  Writ  of  Error.”  By 
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the  old  Charter,  it  was  faid,  they  had  Power  to 
imprifon  or  inflidt  Punilliment  in  criminal  Cafes, 
according  to  the  Courfe  of  Corporations  in  Eng¬ 
land ,  but  that,  unlefs  capital  Cafes  be  exprefsly 
mentioned,  the  Power  would  not  reach  them. 
That  no  Power  was  given  toeredl  Judicatories,  or 
Courts  for  Probate  of  Wills ;  or  with  Admiralty 
Jurifdidtion  ;  nor  had  they  any  Power  to  confti- 
tute  a  Houfe  of  Deputies  or  Reprefentatives,  nor 
to  impofe  Taxes  on  the  Inhabitants  ;  nor  to  incor¬ 
porate  Towns,  Colleges,  Schools,  & V.  which 
Powers  and  Privileges  had  been  notwithftanding 
ufurped. 

Can  the  Reader  all:  for  higher  Authority,  to 
prove  the  extreme  Defedtivenefs  of  this  ancient 
Charter  ?  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  Charter 
which  fails  in  fo  many  Points,  which  are  abfolute- 
]y  neceffary  to  conflitute  any  Government  at  all  } 
fhould  be  intended  in  this  fingle  Inftance  to  con¬ 
vey  a  greater  Privilege,  than  was  ever  before 
given  to  a  Subjedt  :  the  Right  of  being  exempted 
from  the  Jurifdidlion  of  Parliament?  That  a 
Charter,  which  was  fo  very  fhort  fighted,  as  not 
to  provide  a  proper  Power  to  raife  Taxes  for  the 
Support  of  their  own  Provincial  Government 
fhould  yet  have  looked  fo  very  far  forward,  as  to 
provide  that  they  fliall  not  be  taxed  by  Parlia¬ 
ment,  for  the  general  Service  of  the  whole  Em¬ 
pire,  And  yet  thi3  is  the  Charter,  which  their 

fadtioua 
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factious  Leaders  have  been  fpreading  before  them 
in  every  Attack  upon  the  Brili/b  Legiflature.  May 
I  not  fay  too,  that  this  is  the  Charter,  which  has 
benumb’d  the  Powers  of  the  Legiflature  for  three 
Seffions  together,  as  if  they  they  were  afraid  to 
look  at  it. 

If  we  look  into  King  William's  Charter  itfelf, 
we  lhall  fee  that  there  is  not  a  fingle  Expreffion, 
which  can  warrant  the  Suppofition  of  any  inch 
exclufive  Right. 

The  Charter  gives  them  the  Tower  of  laying 
Taxes  upon  themfelves,  for  the  Support  anti  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Government  there,  without  which  no 
Government  could  fubfift  :  And  doubtleis  it  never 
could  have  been  thought  realonable,  that  this 
Country  fhould  charge  itfelf  with  the  Expence  of 
maintaining  their  civil  Edablifhment.  But  for 
the  Taxes  neceffary  for  the  Support  and  Well¬ 
being  of  the  whole  Empire,  the  Right  of  raifing 
thefe,  and  of  afligning  to  each  of  the  feveral  Tarts 
of  it  their  refpeftive  Proportions*  this  is  a  Right 
which  ever  was,  and  ever  mud  be  inherent  in  that 
fupreme  Authority,  which  pervades  and  luperin- 
tends  the  Whole  •,  nor  is  there  a  fingle  Word  in 
the  Charter  which  impeaches  if, 
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1  he  Charter  is  too  long  to  be  inferred  ;  the 
Pleader  will  find  it  at  the  End  of  Neal's  Hiftory, 
and  in  many  other  Places. 

I  here  give  him  the  Claufes,  to  enable  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Court  to  make  Laws,  to  name  Offices,  and 
to  levy  Taxes ;  which  is  the  whole  of  it,  that  re¬ 
lates  to  the  prefent  Subject, 

c£  And  we  do  further,  for  us,  our  Heirs  and 
“  Succeffiors,  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Gover- 
4C  nor,  and  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  Af- 
“  fembly  of  our  faid  Province  or  Territory,  for 
*c  the  Time  being,  full  Power  and  Authority, 
64  from  l  ime  to  Time,  to  make,  ordain,  and 
44  eftablifh  all  Manner  of  wholfome  and  reafon- 
4C  able  Orders,  Laws,  Statutes,  and  Ordinances, 
44  Directions  and  Indrudions,  either  with  Penal- 
44  ties  or  without  (fo  as  the  fame  be  not  repug- 
44  nant  or  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  this  our  Realm 
44  of  England)  as  they  fhall  judge  to  be  for  the 
44  Good  and  Welfare  of  our  faid  Province  or  Ter- 
44  ritory,  and  for  the  Government  and  ordering 
44  thereof,  and  of  the  People  inhabiting,  or  who 
44  fhall  inhabit  the  fame  •,  and  for  the  neceffary 
44  Support  and  Defence  of  the  Government  there-* 
54  of.  And  we  do  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  Sue- 
44  ceffiors,  give  and  grant,  that  the  faid  General 
4-  Court  or  Afiembly,  fhall  have  full  Power  and 

44  Authority 
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*c  Authority,  to  name  and  fettle  annually  all  civil 
“  Officers  within  the  laid  Province,  fuch  Officers 
“  excepted,  the  Eledion  and  Conftitution  of 
<c  whom  we  have  by  thefe  Prefents  referved  to  us, 

“  our  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  or  to  the  Governor 
“  of  our  Paid  Province  for  the  Time  being  *,  and 
“  to  fet  forth  the  feveral  Duties,  Powers,  and 
“  Limits  of  every  fuch  Officer  to  be  appointed 
vc  by  the  faid  General  Court  or  Aflembly ;  and 
“  the  Forms  of  fuch  Oaths,  not  repugnant  to  the 
“  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  our  Realm  of  Eng - 
“  land ,  as  ffiall  be  refpedively  adminiftred  unto 
“  them  for  the  Execution  of  their  feveral  Offices 
46  and  Places  •,  and  alfo  to  impofe  Fines,  Mulds, 
«  Imprifonments,  and  other  Puniffiments ;  and 
4C  to  impofe  and  levy  proportionable  and  reaion- 
44  able  Affeffments,  Rates,  and  Taxes,  upon  the 
44  Eftates  and  Perfons  of  all  and  every  the  Pro- 
44  prietors  and  Inhabitants  of  our  faid  Province 
44  or  Territory,  to  be  iffued  and  difpofed  of  by 
44  Warrant  under  the  Hand  of  the  Governor  of 
44  our  faid  Province  for  the  Time  being,  with 
44  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the  Council,  for  our 
44  Service  in  the  neceflary  Defence  and  Support 
44  of  our  Government  of  our  faid  Province  or 
44  Territory,  and  the  Protection  and  Prefervation 
44  of  the  Inhabitants  there,  according  to  fuch  Ads 
44  as  are  or  fhall  be  in  Force  within  our  faid  Pro- 
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If  now,  under  the  limited  Powers  of  the  Crown 
fince  the  Revolution,  any  Man  can  think,  that  by- 
giving  them  Power  to  raife  Money  for  the  Pur- 
poles  of  their  own  provincial  Government  Kinp- 
William  intended  to  refrain  his  Parliament  from 
the  Power  of  taxing  them  for  the  public  Service  : 
Such  an  one  mult  allow  too,  that  the  preceding 
Paragraph  is  equally  reftridtive  ;  and  that  the  Par¬ 
liament  is  thereby  debarred  from  making  Laws 
for  them  ;  for  that  Power  alfo  is  granted  in  the 
very  fame  Terms,  and  is  exprefly  declared  to  be 
for  the  neceflary  Support  and  Defence  of  Govern¬ 
ment. 


Such  an  one  mull  alfo  fuppofe,  that  Lord  So- 
mers  and  the  King’s  Judges,  when  they  remarked 
it  to  the  Agents  as  a  capital  Defect  in  their  firft 
Charter,  that  it  gave  to  the  Province  no  Power  of 
railing  Taxes,  which  yet  they  ever  had  and  would 
be  forced  to  do,  and  thereby  forfeit  their  Charter 
that  the  Defeft,  which  they  really  meant,  was, 
that  they  were  not  exempted  from  the  Taxes  of 
Parliament;  and  that  therefore  they  inferted  this 
Claufe  into  the  new  one,  to  prevent  their  forfeit¬ 
ing  their  new  Charter  by  fubmitting  to  it. 


To  complete  the  Abfurdity,  fuch  an  one  muff 
fuppofe,  at  the  fame  Time  that  Lord  Somers  and 
the  EngliJIo  Judges  were  fo  intent  upon  putting 

them 


) 


[  7*  ] 

them  oi3 1  of  the  parliamentary  Jurifdidiiort  ;  that 
the  Agents  themfelves  were  fo  very  defirous  of  con¬ 
tinuing  under  it ;  that  when  the  Minutes  of  this 
Charter,  veiling  in  the  Colony  the  whole  Power 
of  Government,  was  fhewn  to  them  ;  they  were 
all  much  diiTatisfied  with  it ;  and  that  Mr,  Mather 
the  Chief  of  them  declared,  That  he  would  iooner 
!ofe  his  Life  than  confent  to  it. 


If  thefe  Suppofitions  appear  too  abfurd 
to  admit  of  the  Reader’s  Relief,  he  will  then 
agree  with  me,  that,  when  the  People  of  A reiv 
England  pretend  to  any  Right  of  Exemption  from 
the  Taxes  of  Parliament,  they  may,  it  they  nleafe, 
feek  for  Proofs  from  other  i  opics  of  Argument, 
and  derive  it  if  they  can  from  other  Sources,  but 
will  never  find  it  in  their  Charter. 


F  I  N  1  S. 
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